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An Educator’s Guide 
Admit it: YOU’RE DROWNING!  How you say?  You’ve let those unanswered questions 

swimming around in your head create a sea of uncertainty and confusion.  Here comes a 

lifeline!  Join Walter “Wally B.” Jennings for an amazing time of self-discovery and 

empowerment through Poetry and Spoken Word.  Students will learn the keys necessary 

to confront and answer life’s questions while refining their written and oral 

communication skills.  2 hours.   

 

This program is presented as part of the Artists-in-the-Schools Program, which is 

funded and jointly sponsored by the Hillsborough County Public Schools and the 

Arts Council of Hillsborough County. 



Before the Show 
Please ask the students to come with at least 5 questions about the world or their 

community they would like to answer. 
 

What to expect 
 The artist will start with a performance of an original poem and a brief 

introduction. 

 

 Icebreaker/Group Activity: “Who Am I?” The class will then participate in a 

group activity.  One student will be randomly selected and an index card with the 

name of a famous person will be taped to their forehead.  The ‘index card student’ 

(unaware of the name of the card) will then need to ask questions (limited to 

“Yes” or “No” responses) to their classmates in order to gain clues as to the 

identity of the person on the card.  We will perform 3 rotations of this activity.  

Each ‘index card student’ will have 1 minute to ask questions.  We will then 

conduct a 3-5 minute ‘After Action Review’ to discuss the role and importance of 

questions. 

 

 “The Walking Gallery”:  This exercise is designed to illustrate the power of 

creativity and change found through questioning.  10 pictures will be placed 

around the room.  The students will be divided into small groups/pairs and will 

view the pictures in rotating 2 minute increments.  During this time the students 

will be asked to write down any and all questions the pictures evoke. 

 

Topics the pictures may cover include: 

Sports 

Protesting/Civil Disobedience 

Women in Politics 

Art 

Health and Wellness 

Animals 

Geography 

Family/Relationships 

Music 

Cultural Differences 

Social Media 
 



 Individual Activity/Writing Prompt: Each student will then be given 20-30 

minutes to construct a poem based on one of the pictures they viewed.  The first 

line of the poem must start with one of the questions they had about the picture. 

The poem may be an attempt to answer the initial question or provide further 

insight into the picture and/or its meaning.   

What constitutes a poem? 1.) Words 2.) Creativity 3.) Rhythm 4.) Able to stir 

emotions. 

 

 Group Activity: “Turn and Talk” Students will be grouped in pairs and take turns 

reading and sharing their poems.  The listeners will be asked to share any 

questions that arise from listening to their partner’s poem.  We then discuss the 

Writing Prompt and Group Activity as a collective. 

 

 Students will then be given the opportunity to share their writing prompt poems 

to the entire class (volunteer basis; time permitting).  Feedback will be requested 

and encouraged. 

 

 

Standards connected to the Show 

Language Arts: LAFS.1112.W.4.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day 

or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences 

LAFS.910.SL.1.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–

10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 

and persuasively. 

Theater: TH.912.C.1.1: Devise an original work based on a global issue that explores 

various solutions to a problem. 

TH.912.C.2.6 Assess a peer’s artistic choices in a production as a foundation for one’s 
own artistic growth. 

 

 

 

 



Theater Etiquette 
 This experience is created to be interactive.  It is most effective when the 

audience…TALKS BACK! 

 Honesty is key.  The important thing is not the ‘right’ answer.  The important 

thing is to hear YOUR answer. 

 Respect other’s thoughts, opinions and voices: No interrupting or speaking over 

others! 

 We are all here to teach and be heard, not just to learn and hear.  Speak your 

truth.  What you have to say could save my life. 

 Be courageous.  Be patience.  Be energetic.  Be attentive.  Be positive.  Be 

thoughtful.  Be careful.  Be you. 

  

Standards for Theater Etiquette 

TH.912.S.1.1 Describe the interactive effect of audience members and actors on 

performances. 

TH.912.H.1.5 Respect the rights of performers and audience members to perform or 

view controversial work with sensitivity to school and community standards. 

TH.912.C.2.8 Improve a performance or project using various self-assessment tools, 

coaching, feedback, and/or constructive criticism. 

 

After the Show 

Language Arts Activity-Reading 

Read and discuss Pablo Neruda’s “The Book of Questions”.  Ask the students 

which questions resonated with them?  Why?  Which questions were confusing or 

difficult?  Use this as an opportunity to promote student dialogue.  

LAFS.910.RL.3.9 Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a 

specific work. 

LAFS.1112.RL.1.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what 

the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 

where the text leaves matters uncertain. 



 

Language Arts Activity-Writing 

Ask the students to write poems based on 5 questions about their life.  All poems must 

start with a question from their life and should make an attempt to discuss and/or 

answer the question.          

LAFS.910.W.4.10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 

reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 

range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

LAFS.1112.W.1.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 

using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Theatre-Critical Thinking and Reflection 

View and Discuss Ed Mabrey’s poem “Q&A” (warning-does contain some 

profanity; please review in advance).  This video can be found on YouTube. 

How did the artist use questions within the framework of the poem? 
 
Was the artist’s performance/presentation an important component of the message?  
How? 
 
In what ways were the questions presented relevant to the questions from your life?  
 
TH.912.C.1.6  
Respond to theatrical works by identifying and interpreting influences of historical, 
social, or cultural contexts. 
 
TH.912.C.3.3 Critique, based on exemplary models and established criteria, the 
production values and effectiveness of school, community, and live or recorded 
professional productions. 

 

 

 



Poet Theater 

 Activities are best conducted in an informal, non-traditional academic 

setting (chairs in a circle, tables in a u-shape, outside seated on grass). 

 Pose the questions and allow the students to lead and carry the discussion.  

The instructor serves, essentially as a moderator to help keep the students 

on course with dialogue. 

 When conducting the writing exercise, allow the students to spread out 

and choose a comfortable writing position.  Set a deadline and make sure 

it is reinforced. 

 Allow time for students to share their poems, give and receive feedback. 

LAFS.1112.W.4.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences 
 
LAFS.910.SL.1.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–
10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 
and persuasively. 
 
TH.912.C.2.8 Improve a performance or project using various self-assessment tools, 
coaching, feedback, and/or constructive criticism. 
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About the Artist 

Walter “Wally B.” Jennings is a poet-turned-performer, who just happens to have 
been blessed with the gift of public speaking.  Wally B. began writing poetry in 1989 as 
an 8th grade student in response to an English assignment.  His poems share and 
discuss common experiences from everyday life, ranging from: diabetes, marriage and 
fatherhood, youth empowerment, and self-determination.  Wally does not use 
profanity or vulgarity in his work, to ensure his messages can be communicated in all 
mediums.  
 
Wally B.’s poetical talents have allowed him to conduct over 1000 performances, 
workshops and mentorship sessions in the national spoken word community over his 
16 year career.  He is an award winning, 4-Time Finalist of the Southern Fried 

Regional Poetry Competition.   
 
He was honored by Creative Loafing in their 2011 Best of Bay publication as the 
area’s “Best Spoken Word Artist”.   
 
Wally B. is also the Founder and Executive Director of the “Heard ‘Em Say Youth 

Arts Collective”.  “Heard ‘Em Say”, founded in May 2007 was established to provide 
our community’s youth with a healthy social outlet and platform to express 
themselves and promote growth in the areas of: self-esteem, written and oral 
communication, networking, social tolerance, and cultural understanding through the 
art of spoken word poetry.  Visit them at www.heardemsay.org 

http://www.heardemsay.org/

