
The Rockin’ Library for Reading and Writing 
Teaching Guide 

by 

 Storyteller Tamara Green 

Storyteller Tamara Green has heard hundreds of diverse stories from many places. Some 

stories are so well-liked until they are told at almost every storytelling festival in the 

country with slightly different variations. Tamara knows that the library is the perfect 

place to find that perfect book to read. She invites you to come and go with her on the 

Rockin’ Library Tour, so that you can hear the sound of the beat. That’s right! Every book 

wants to be read, and every book wants to come off the shelf and be heard. GoodNight 

Moon, The King of Little Things, Grandpa Willy and the Collard Greens, The Roar of a 

Snore, Mufaro's Beautiful Daughters, Curious George, The Giving Tree, The Lion and the 

Mouse, If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, Where the Wild Things Are, Brown Bear, Brown Bear 

What Do You See? and Chocolate Me. Let Tamara take you on a tour to the Rockin' 

Library so that you can hear the sound of the beat.   

This program is presented as part of the Artist-in-the-Schools Program which is funded and 

jointly sponsored by the Hillsborough County School District and the Arts Council of 

Hillsborough County. 



The Origin of the Show: 

The Rockin’ Library 

Tamara encourages everyone to go to the library and find that special story that sparks the 

imagination and keeps him or her going back for more. The library rocks because it is a 

wonderful place where anybody can go and read a book or listen to a book in a clean and safe 

environment.  In this presentation, stories clarify misconceptions about culture, and they give us 

an appreciation for the diversity of others.  

Standards Connected to the Performance 
TH.K.C.2.1– Respond to a performance and share personal preferences about parts of the 

       performance.  
TH.1.C.1.1– Create a story and act it out, using a picture of people, animals, or objects as the 

       inspiration. 
TH.1.C.1.2 - Draw a picture from a favorite story and share with the class why the scene was important 

      to the story. 

TH.2.C.1.1-  Describe a character in a story and tell why the character is important to the story. 
TH.3.H.1.1   Understand how cultural differences are expressed through character,  

       environment, and theme.  
TH.4.0.2.2-  Create a mask to show a comic or tragic character. 
TH.5.H.3.3-  Demonstrate how the use of movement and sound enhance the telling of a story. 
TH.5.H.2.1-  Recognize theatre works as a reflection on societal beliefs and values.  

Theatre Etiquette 
Teachers: Please share this information with your students. 

 What is Expected While Attending the Storytelling Presentation 
Enter the audience area quickly and take your seats immediately. 
Show courtesy to the artist and other audience members at all times. 
Demonstrate appreciation for the artist’s work by applauding at the appropriate times. 

The Theatre Experience 
The theatre experience is built on respect. The performers on stage show respect for their art form and 
for the audience by doing their very best work. The audience shows respect for the performers by 
watching attentively. Applause is the best way for audience members to share their enthusiasm and to 
show their appreciation for the performers. Applaud at the end of a performance! Sometimes the 
audience will clap during the performance, as after a featured solo. Audience members may feel like 
laughing if the action on stage is funny or sighing if something is seen or heard that is moving. 
Appreciation can be show in many different ways, depending upon the art form and the culture(s) of the 
people in the audience. While the audience at a dance performance will sit quietly, other types of 
performances invite audience participation and interaction.  
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TH.68.C.1.2-Develop a character analysis to support artistic portrayal.
TH.912.C.1.1-Devise an original work based on a global issue that explores various solutions to a 
problem.  



Standards for Theatre Etiquette 
TH.K.S.1.1-Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior at a live performance. 
TH.1.S.1.1  Exhibit appropriate audience etiquette and response. 
TH.2.S.1.1  Exhibit the behavior necessary to establish audience etiquette, response, and 

       constructive criticism. 
TH.3.S.1.1 - Demonstrate effective audience etiquette and constructive criticism for alive 

       performance. 
TH.4.S.1.1 - Exhibit proper audience etiquette, give constructive criticism, and defend personal 

       responses. 
TH.5.S.1.1 - Describe the difference in responsibilities between being an audience member at 

 live or recorded performances. 

About Storytelling: 
Please read and discuss with your students the following information. 

Help your students appreciate the storyteller’s place in African societies. As an instrument for 
communicating the values and beliefs of a community, storytelling formed the basis of African-
American literature. Getting in touch with the storytelling tradition can encourage your 
students to prepare and pass on their own history and cultures as Africans have done for 
hundreds of years.  

Learning Targets: 

1. The students will identify cause and effect relationships.
2. The students will identify similarities and differences.
3. The students will make real-world connections by connecting ideas in literature with

issues in their lives.
4. Students will identify and understand main idea in a story.
5. Students will identify real-world problems in literature that may prompt creative

solutions.

How Student Storytellers Can Prepare for the Featured Storytellers

1. Tell students that the male African storyteller is called a griot (gree-oh). The female

storyteller is called a jalimusa (jah-lee-mu-sah).  Both serve as genealogist, counselor,

historian, entertainer, and poet.

2. Tell students that American folklore includes legends, myths, fables, fairy tales, and tall
tales that people have told over and over again.  Later these stories were written down.

3. Have student tellers to brainstorm for a list of the “unexplainable” such as why
elephants have long noses, and why grass is not red, etc.

4. Tell the students to explain an unexplainable but don’t write the story down.
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TH.68.S.1.1- Describe the responsibilities of audience members, to the actors and each other, at live and 
recorded performances and demonstrate appropriate behavior. 
TH.912.S.1.1- Describe the interactive effect of audience members and actors on performances. 



Storytelling Etiquette: Three Simple Rules 
1. No cell phones or talking during a performance unless the presenter asks a question.

2. Always get permission to tell a story if it is someone else’s personal, original, or
Family story.

3. Folk tales and folklore are owned by the public but specific versions told by another teller

belongs to that teller.  It is that teller’s copyrighted story; he or she owns it.  If you like the
story, simply ask the teller for a reference or where it came from. Research to find the
story, and make up your own version.

Standards Connected to Storytelling 
LAFS.K.RL.3.9- With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and 

       experiences of characters in familiar stories. 
LAFS.K.SL.12 -  Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented 

 orally or through other media by asking and answering questions about 
       key ideas and details… 

LAFS.SL.2.4 -     Describe familiar people, places, things, and events with prompting and 
 support, provides additional detail. 

LAFS.1.RL.3.9 – Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in 
       stories. 

LAFS.2.RL.3.9 -  Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., 
       Cinderella stories) by different authors or from different cultures. 

LAFS.3.RL.1.2 -  Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse 
 cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain 

       how it is conveyed through key details in the text.  
LAFS.4.RL.3.9 -  Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., 

 opposition of good and evil) and the patterns of events (e.g., the quest) 
 in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 

LAFS.5.RL.1.3 -  Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a 
 story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how 
 characters interact). 

Post-Performance Activities 
Ask students to reflect on the storytelling performance and write about the following 
topics: 
1. Choose a character from one of the stories told during the storytelling performance.

Write a detailed description of that character as you imagined them from the
Storyteller’s presentation. Students may include physical details.
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2. Analyze what happened in each story, and write an alternative ending to one of the
stories that the storyteller presented.

3.
Describe what types of actions/movements/sounds that the storyteller used to
enhance the storytelling presentation? Write about these
actions/movements/sounds and tell why you thought they were effective in
conveying the story?

Additional Writing Activities 
Your students were able to observe professional Storyteller Tamara Green bring a variety of 
stories to life in her presentation. A helpful follow up activity is to have students observe 
another student tell a story. This could be YouTube or a live presentation by a youthful 
storyteller. This would give the students a chance to see how other youthful storytellers tell 
stories in front of an audience. Have students compare and contrast at least two student 
storytellers.  

Standards Connected to the Activities 

LAFS.K.12.W.4.10 – Write routinely over extended over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames)a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of tasks, purposes, and audiences.  
LAFS.1.W.3.7 – Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of 
books by a favorite author and express opinions about them.) 
LAFS.2.W.3.8 – Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided 
sources to answer a question.  
LAFS.3.W.1.3 – Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences.  
LAFS.4.W.3.7 – Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. 
LAFS.5.RL.1.2 – Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text; 
including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a 
poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.  
LAFS.6.RI.3.9 – Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of another 
(The Lion and the Mice) 
LAFS.7.SL.1.1 – Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 
groups, and teacher-led). 
LAFS.8.RI.1.2 – Determine a central ideal of a text and analyze it’s development over the course 
of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas…. 

Pre-Performance Vocabulary 
1. Ancestry means family or ancestral; lineage; one’s family tree.

2. Culture is the development or improvement of the mind by education or training.  It is

the behaviors and beliefs characteristic of a particular social, ethnic, or age group: the

youth culture; etc.
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3. Fables are brief stories that teach a moral lesson.  Usually the main characters are

animals.  This is one of the most widespread forms of teaching in the world, e.g. Aesop’s

Fables are great teaching tools.

4. Fairy Tales are stories usually for children, about elves, hobgoblins, dragons, fairies, or

other magical creatures.

5. Folk Tales are stories that originated from common people that have been passed on

from generation to generation usually by oral retelling.  Folk Tales often explain

something that happens in nature or convey a certain truth about life.

6. Genealogy is a record or account of the ancestry and descent of a person, family, or

group, etc.

7. Griot  is the name given to the African Storyteller, Historian, Musician, Poet, Teacher, or

Chronicler of Tradition.  The Griot is responsible for remembering the history of the

people and passing it on through the generations by way of Folktales and Song.

8. Jalimusa  is the name given to the female African Storyteller, Historian, Musician, Poet,

Teacher, Chronicler of Tradition.  The Griot is responsible for remembering the history

of the people and passing it on through the generations by way of Folktales and Song.

9. Legends  are stories believed to be true about a person, place, or event.  These stories

have been told over and over again.

10. Myths  are stories that try to explain a natural occurrence or the creation of the world or

a race. They may focus on a god or a demigod.

11. Percussion  Instrument  is a type of musical instrument that makes a musical sound by

being  hit, scrapped, plucked, shook, rubbed, tapped, or stamped.

12. Shekere  is an instrument from West Africa made of a dried gourd with beads woven

into a net covering the gourd.  Throughout the continent there are similar gourd/bead

or gourd/seed percussion instruments.

13. Trickster Tales  are tales that have characters that appear to be stupid but often end up 
being quite successful. Brer Rabbit and High John the Conqueror are examples.  Anansi 
is the trickster god of the West African Ashanti tribe. Also called a “culture hero”, he 
begins as son of a sky god, whose position is “usurped by” the chameleon.

Pre-Performance Activities:
 As young storytellers and writers, here is an easy get-to-know-you activity which will help the

students to sharpen their listening skills and their ability to observe, imitate, and recall.  Have
the students to get in a circle and ask them to say their name and make a gesture as they say
their name.  The next student has to remember the name and the gesture of the student that
came just before him or her.  As the activity progresses around the circle, the more names and
gestures each storyteller has to remember.  No matter what the gesture is, the next storyteller
has to do it and add his or her name and gesture to the circle as it continues.
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 The second activity would necessitate having students to observe a professional storyteller as he
or she tells stories.  Students will observe what the teller gives to the audience. It is obvious that
storytelling takes spoken word to the level of visualization. It then becomes entertaining,
educational, historical, and cathartic.  Storytelling can become a cathartic cleansing when it is
purposeful.  Storytelling should be a passionate self-expression of the love for people, places,
events, and words.  It is a love for the serious as well as the not so series.  When at its’ most
satisfying moments, the storyteller’s story should speak to the mind’s eye of each audience
member and allow them to visualize what the storyteller is saying.

 The final activity is quite useful in class as it allows other students an opportunity to see another
student tell a story.  This could be a story on YouTube or a live presentation by a student
storyteller.  This would give the students a chance to see how other student storytellers tell
stories in front of an audience.
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About the Artist: 

Storyteller Tamara Green is a local and regional storyteller who tells all kinds of 
stories including tall tales, African folktales, personal stories, and citified urban 
tales which are stories about respect, kindness, sharing and living in the 
neighborhood. She is a workshop leader in the Hillsborough County Schools and 
public libraries. 

Check out Tamara’s webpage:  tamaravgreen.com 
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