
A Teaching Guide by Storyteller Tamara Green 

African Stories Large and Small 

Do you know how large Africa is? 
The continent of Africa is as big as China, India, the United States and most of 
Europe put together. It is a product of the diverse populations that today inhabit 
the continent of Africa and the African Diaspora. African culture is expressed in 

its arts and crafts, folklore, religion, clothing, cuisine, music, and languages. 
Africa has influenced and been influenced by other continents.  It is so diverse 

in Southern Africa alone, there are over 800 different languages and sub-
languages. That means that there are just that many different, styles of dress, 

songs, poems, dances, and of course stories. 

This program is presented as part of the Artist-in-the-Schools program, which is funded and jointly 
sponsored by the Hillsborough County School Board and the Arts Council of Hillsborough County. 



The Origin of the Show: 

African Stories Large and Small 

Tamara Green has always been fascinated with the continent of Africa and its rich 

supply of stories for a very long time. Stories from the continent of African began to catch 

her attention when she decided that storytelling was something that was absolutely 

necessary in her life. She connected with the valuable lessons of respecting and 

tolerating others which are always center stage in her stories. 

Tamara appreciates the ingenious of animals talking to other animals and sometimes 

humans which captivate the attention of both adults and children of all ages. Many life 

lessons can be observed through Tamara’s energetic and witty delivery of these stories. 

So come and learn, share, and celebrate the diversity of African folklore. 

Standards Connected to the Performance: 
TH.K.C. 1.1- Create a story about an everyday event involving family members and/or 
pets using body movements, sounds, and imagination. 
TH.K.C.1.2- Draw a picture from a favorite story and share with the class why the scene 
was important to the story. 
TH.1.C.1.1– Create a story and act it out, using a picture of people, animals, or objects as 
the inspiration. 
TH.2.S.2.1- Development of skills, techniques, and processes in the arts strengthens our 
ability to Remember, focus on, process, and sequence information. 
TH.3.H.1.1- Understand how cultural differences are expressed through character, 
environment, and theme. 
TH.4.C.3.1- Identify the characteristics of an effective acting performance. 
TH.5.C.2.1- Change and strengthen one’s own performance based on coaching from a 
director. 
TH.68.C.1.2- Develop a character analysis to support artistic portrayal. 
TH.912.C.1- Devise an original work based on global issue that explores various solutions 
to a problem. 
TH.912.C.2.3- Ask questions to understand a peer’s artistic choices for a performance or 
design. 

 
 
 

About Storytelling: 
Please read and discuss with your students the following information. 

 
Help your students appreciate the storyteller’s place in African societies. As an 
instrument for communicating the values and beliefs of a community, storytelling formed 
the basis of African- American literature. Getting in touch with the storytelling tradition 
can encourage your students to prepare and pass on their own history and cultures as 
Africans have done for hundreds of years. 
 
 
 
 

 



Learning Objectives: 

1. The students will be able to identify the main idea in a story. 

2. The students will be able to make real-world connections by juxtaposing ideas 

in a story with issues in their own lives. 

3. The students will be able to identify cause and effect relationships in a story. 

4. The students will be able to learn about and honor others and the worlds in 

which they live (d). 

5. The students will be able to participate in a performance to explore and 

celebrate a variety of human experiences. 

 

Standards: 
LAFS.K12.SL.1.1- Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations 

and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly and persuasively. 

LAFS.K12.SL.1.2- Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse media and 

formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 

 

 

Pre-Performance Vocabulary 

1. Ancestry means family or ancestral; lineage; one’s family tree. 

2. Culture is the development or improvement of the mind by education or training. 

It is the behaviors and beliefs characteristic of a particular social, ethnic, or age 

group: the youth culture; etc. 

3. African diaspora is the dispersion of African people from their homeland but who now 

live in many different parts of the world. 

4. Fables are brief stories that teach a moral lesson. Usually the main characters 

are animals. This is one of the most widespread forms of teaching in the world, 

e.g. Aesop’s Fables are great teaching tools. 

5. Fairy Tales are stories usually for children, about elves, hobgoblins, dragons, 

fairies, or other magical creatures. 

6. Folk Tales are stories that originated from common people that have been 

passed on from generation to generation usually by oral retelling. Folk Tales 

often explain something that happens in nature or convey a certain truth 

about life. 

7. Genealogy is a record or account of the ancestry and descent of a person, 

family, or group, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Griot is the name given to the African Storyteller, Historian, Musician, Poet, 

Teacher, or Chronicler of Tradition. The Griot is responsible for remembering 

the history of the people and passing it on through the generations by way of 

Folktales and Song.  

9. Jalimusa is the name given to the female African Storyteller, Historian, 

Musician, Poet, Teacher, Chronicler of Tradition. The Griot is responsible for 

remembering the history of the people and passing it on through the 

generations by way of Folktales and Song.  

10. Legends are stories believed to be true about a person, place, or event. These 

stories have been told over and over again. 

11. Myths are stories that try to explain a natural occurrence or the creation of the 

world or a race. They may focus on a god or a demigod. 

12. Percussion Instrument is a type of musical instrument that makes a musical 

sound by being hit, scrapped, plucked, shook, rubbed, tapped, or stamped. 

13. Shekere is an instrument from West Africa made of a dried gourd with beads 
woven into a net covering the gourd. Throughout the continent there are 
similar gourd/bead or gourd/seed percussion instruments. 

14. Trickster Tales are tales that have characters that appear to be stupid but 
often end up being quite successful. Brer Rabbit and High John the 
Conqueror are examples. Anansi is the trickster god of the West African 
Ashanti tribe. Also called a “culture hero”, he begins as son of a sky god, 
whose position is “usurped by” the chameleon. 

 

 

What You Should Discuss Before the African Storyteller Arrives 
 

 Tell the students that for centuries, the beliefs, values, and knowledge of West 
Africans were transmitted orally from one generation to the next. 

 Tell the students that Folktales and proverbs are both examples of African oral 
traditions. A folktale is a tale passed down through a people group that is usually 
based on superstition. They are usually used to teach the morals and values of a 
culture. 

 Tell students that the male African storyteller is called a griot (gree-oh). The female 
storyteller is called a jalimusa (jah-lee-mu-sah). Both serve as genealogist, 
counselor, historian, entertainer, legend, and poet. 

 Tell students that in Africa stories that were strictly oral were eventually written 
down. 

 Have student tellers to brainstorm for a list of “unexplainables” such as why fish 
have scales; why the grass is green; how did zebra get his stripes, and how did 
dog learn to bark. 

 Tell the students to explain an unexplainable but don’t write the story down.



Storytelling and General Literary Etiquette: Three Simple Rules 
1. No cell phones or talking during a performance unless the presenter asks a 

question. 
2. Always get permission to tell a story if it is someone else’s personal, 

original, or family story. 
3.   Folk tales and folklore are owned by the public but specific versions told by another 

teller belongs to that teller. It is that teller’s copyrighted story; he or she owns it.  If 

you like the story, simply ask the teller for a reference or where it came from. 
Research to find the story that you want to tell, and make up your own version. 

 

 

Theatre Etiquette 
Teachers: Please share this information with your students. 

 

The theatre experience is built on respect. The performers on stage show respect for 
their art form and for the audience by doing their very best work. The audience shows 
respect for the performers by watching attentively. Applause is the best way for 
audience members to share their enthusiasm and to show their appreciation for the 
performers. Applaud at the end of a performance! Sometimes the audience will clap 
during the performance, as after a featured solo. Audience members may feel like 
laughing if the action on stage is funny or sighing if something is seen or heard that is 
moving. 
Appreciation can be shown in many different ways, depending upon the art form and the 
culture(s) of the people in the audience. While the audience at a dance performance will 
sit quietly, other types of performance invite audience participation and interaction. 
 

Standards for Theatre Etiquette: 
TH.K.S.1.1- Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior at a live performance. 
TH.1.S.1.1- Exhibit appropriate audience etiquette and response. 
TH.2.S.1.1- Exhibit the behavior necessary to establish audience etiquette, response, 
and constructive criticism. 
TH.3.S.1.1- Demonstrate effective audience etiquette and constructive criticism for alive 
performance. 
TH.4.S.1.1- Exhibit proper audience etiquette, give constructive criticism, and defend 
personal responses. 
TH.5.S.1.1- Describe the difference in responsibilities between being an audience 
member at live or recorded performances. 
TH.68.S.1.1- Describe the responsibilities of audience members, to the actors and each 
other, at live and recorded performances and demonstrate appropriate behavior. 
TH.912.S.1.1- Describe the interactive effect of audience members and actors on 
performances. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Post-Performance Activities 
 

 Show the students how to play the telephone game. Form a line. The first person 
in the line or circle whispers a phrase or a short story into the ear of the person 
sitting or standing to his or her right. The second person in the line repeats the 
phrase or short story in the ear of the third person in the line. The third person in 
the line tries to repeat exactly what was said to him or her and the game 
continues until we get to the end of the line. When the phrase or short story 
reaches the last player in line, that person recalls what was said to him or her. It 
is amazing how everyone may have heard the same exact phrase of short story, 
but after so many people tell the story, it somehow changes with very little effort 

 Tell a few age appropriate stories in the classroom, and make sure that the 
students identify the beginning, the middle, and the ending of the stories. 

 Give the students a copy of one of their favorite stories with the middle of the 
story missing. Let the students create their own middle of the story. 

 Give the students a copy of one of their favorite stories with the ending missing. 
Let the students create several endings to the story. 

 Your students were able to observe professional Storyteller Tamara Green bring 
a variety of stories to life in her presentation. A helpful follow up activity is to have 
students observe another student tell a story. If you go to google and type in the 
national youth storytelling showcase, you will find some awesome presentations 
by student storytellers. This would give the students a chance to see how other 
youthful storytellers tell stories in front of an audience.  

 
 

Post Storytelling Activities 

 
1. Have students compare and contrast at least two student storytellers. That 

would be a way to let students recognize the different styles of storytelling. 
2. Allow the students to write their own African tale using animals as their main  

characters. Each story needs a beginning, a middle, an ending, and at least two 
conflicts. 

Standards Connected to the Activities: 

LAFS.K12.W.4.10- Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, 
reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames(a single sitting or a day 
or two) for a range of tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

LAFS.K12.W.1.3- Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events 
using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event 
sequences. 

LAFS.K12.W.2.4- Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

LAFS.5.RL.3.9- Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and 
adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics. 

LAFS.6.RI.3.9- Compare and contrast one author’s presentation of events with that of 
another (The Lion and the Mice) 

LAFS.7.SL.1.1- Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led). 

LAFS.910.RH.3.9- Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several 
primary and secondary sources.
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About the Artist 

Storyteller Tamara Green is a local and regional storyteller who tells all kinds of stories including 
tall tales, African folktales, personal stories, and citified urban tales which are stories about 
respect, kindness, sharing and living in the neighborhood. She is a workshop leader in the 
Hillsborough County Schools and public libraries. 

Check out Tamara’s webpage:  tamaravgreen.com 




