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THE EXCITEMENT BEGINS WHEN GRACIE THE BAKER’S 
DAUGHTER MEETS A MAGICAL LITTLE ELF WHO SPINS STRAW 

INTO GOLD FOR A ROYAL FEE. LESSONS IN THIS ORIGINAL 
MUSICAL INCLUDE “IT ISN’T NICE TO BRAG OR BOAST” AND 

“NEVER MAKE A PROMISE THAT YOU CAN’T KEEP.” 
PRE K – 5

Rumpelstiltskin has been studied by many folklorists with a critical study of it 
dating back to Edward Clodd's  Tom Tit Tot, An Essay on Savage Philosophy 
in Folk-Tale, a full length book from 1898. The tale is well-known throughout 
most of Europe, ranging from Italy to Scandinavia to Spain. In all of the 
versions, its principal traits are usually the same. In fact, the Grimms 
collected four versions of the tale in their research in Hesse which they 
combined into the Rumpelstiltzkin that is best known in English speaking 
countries today. 

Rumpelstiltskin's name and story appears to have been around for centuries. 
The earliest known version of the tale has been traced back to Johann 
Fischart's adaptation of Book 1 of Francois Rabelais', Gargantua, 
Geshichtkitterung also known as Gargantua and Pantagruel which was 
published in 1575-1590. The 363rd amusement given in the book is titled 
"Rumpele stilt oder der Poppart." 

Of course, Rumpelstiltskin is not the only name known in the many versions 
of the tale across Europe, including the British Isles. For example, the dwarf 
has been known as Trit-a-Trot in Ireland, Tom Tit Tot in Suffolk, Terrytop in 
Cornwall, and Whuppity Stoorie in Scotland. A book published in Amsterdam 
in 1708, titled Tour tenebreuse et les jours lumineux, Contes Anglois tirez 
d'une ancienne chronique composee par Richard surnomme Coeur de Lion, 
Roy d'Angleterre presents the dwarf, but his name is Ricdin-Ricdon. 

The oldest known version in English was published in German Popular 
Stories, Translated from the Kinder and Haus-Marchen, Collected by M. M. 
Grimm, From Oral Tradition, 1823. A copy of the story published in that book 
can be found in Iona and Peter Opie's Classic Fairy Tales. It still remains the 
best known version in the English speaking world and is very close to the 
version included by Andrew Lang in his fairy tale books. The Lang version is 
what I have annotated on this site.



ACTIVITIES BEFORE THE PLAY 
Standards for Theatre Etiquette

(For a complete listing of specific standards, please see the last two pages of this study guide) 

! TH.K.S.1.1-Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior at a live performance.  
TH.1.S.1.1-Exhibit appropriate audience etiquette and response. 
TH.2.S.1.1-Exhibit the behavior necessary to establish audience etiquette, response, and 
constructive criticism. 
TH.3.S.1.1-Demonstrate effective audience etiquette and constructive criticism for a live 
performance. 
TH.4.S.1.1.-Exhibit proper audience etiquette, give constructive criticism, and defend personal 
responses. 
TH.5.S.1.1-Describe the difference in responsibilities between being an audience member at live 
or recorded performances. 

! (Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.RL.3.9 - LAFS.1.RL.3.9 - LAFS.2.RL.3.9  -
LAFS.3.RL.3.9 - LAFS.4.RL.2.6 - LAFS.5.RL.3.9) 

1. Read to or have your students read the story of RUMPELSTILTSKIN. Discuss the elements of
the story and how they might be similar to stories they have already read or see in the movies or 
television. Have your students discuss what other stories they feel have similar concepts. 

2. Have the students learn the following vocabulary words and listen for them during the play.
See how many words they can recall and how the characters use them in the context of the play. 

             BRAG BOAST PRINCESS 
SPECIALTY PALACE DAUGHTER 
DELICIOUS STRAW SPINNING WHEEL                                     
PRINCE TALENTED GOLD



ACTIVITIES AFTER THE PLAY 

! (Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.W.1.3 - LAFS.1.W.1.3 - LAFS.2.W.1.3 -
LAFS.3.W.1.3 - LAFS.4.W.1.3 - LAFS.5.W.1.3 -TH.K.S.2.1 - TH.1.S.2.1 - TH.2.S.2.1 - TH.3.S.
2.1 - TH.4.S.2.1 - TH.5.S.2.1) 
Read to your students the story of RUMPELSTILTSKIN. Discuss the elements of the story that 
would make it a Fairy tale. Explain to them that there are many different versions of these stories 
and that the version that they see will not be exactly like the book. Have the students write a 
different ending to the story Rumpelstiltskin in comparison to the ending of the play. 

! (Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.RL.1.1 - LAFS.1.RL.1.2  - LAFS.3.RL.1.2 - 
LAFS.4.RL.1.1 - LAFS.5.RL.1.1) 

Have your students discuss the main moral in the story Rumpelstiltskin. “You should never brag 
or boast”, “Never make a promise that you can’t keep” these expressions have great meaning. 
They are great morals with profound meaning. What are the morals or social duties impressed 
upon the students by the story of Rumpelstiltskin? (It is always best to not brag or boast. You 
should always try to be kind to others, and never brag or boast.) 

! (Florida Standards Connections: TH.K.O.3.1 - TH.1.H.3.1 - TH.2.O.1.1 - TH.3.H.3.2) 
Discuss with your students the difference between a fable and a play. Ask your students what was 
difference and similarities in the play Rumpeldstiltskin from stories they have heard or read. 
Have your students discuss the time period that they believe the story was set in. Have your 
students compare the difference between the time period they believe the story was set in the 
play and how elements of the story would be different todays time period. 

! (Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.W.1.1, LAFS.1.W.1.1, LAFS.2.W.1.1, 
LAFS.3.W.1.1, LAFS.4.W.1.1) 
Have your students draw a picture or write a letter to the cast of Rumpelstiltskin telling them 
what they learned about bragging and boasting. Have them discuss the difference in talking 
positively about things and boasting. Have them tell the cast some of their favorite parts of the 
production. 



Play’N Around Theatre is always 
happy to hear for the audience. 

Write a letter to the performers of 
Rumpelstiltskin. 

(Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.W.1.1, LAFS.1.W.1.1, LAFS.
2.W.1.1, LAFS.3.W.1.1, LAFS.4.W.1.1)

_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

Send your letters to: 
Play’N Around Theatre Company  

2221 Saw Palmetto Place #201 
Land ) Lakes, Fl. 34639 



Help Rumpelstiltskin get to his pot of gold.

Start

Finish



PLOTTING THE ACTION
When an author writes a book, or a playwright writes a play, they develop the 
plot of the story by creating a conflict, building the conflict to a climax, then 

ending the story with a resolution to the conflict. Analyze the action in the play, 
RUMPELSTILTSKIN.

CLIMAX:__________________

Climax:
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Resolution To The Conflict: 

___________________________

___________________________Conflict to be resolved:
_____________________________
_____________________________
_____________________________

Extend it!
Use what you have learned about plotting the action of a story to write your 
own story. Create your own plot triangle to record some ideas about the 
conflict, action, climax, and resolution in your own story.

RUMPELSTILTSKIN



SET THE SETTING
In literature, writers emphasize setting in various ways - through events, action, and 
description. Some of the settings are unimportant; others are extremely important in 
understanding the entire story. In a play, the setting is portrayed not only through 
events and action, but through props, costumes, and the set design.

Think about RUMPELSTILTSKIN and record ideas about its setting below. Then use 
the space at the bottom of the page to illustrate a setting that you would like to 
write about.

Props / costumes / 
set design

that show PLACE
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

Props / costumes / 
set design

that show TIME
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________
_____________________

RUMPELSTILTSKIN

Written description of the setting: _____________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

My setting

RUMPESTILTSKIN



THE PRODUCERS  
Play'N Around Theatre Company is a professional theater company that tours live 

educational musical productions to theaters, schools, libraries, recreational centers and 
special events. Operating year round PATC offers main-stage productions, classes and 

workshops, summer programs, community special events, school collaborative projects 
and much more! PATC introduces young audiences to the performing arts through 

professional, fully-staged productions that appeal to children, parents and educators 
while teaching morals and values. Founded In 1999, Play’N Around Theatre has 

produced many original educational, as well as entertaining, adaptations to classic fairy 
tales. PATC presents productions to thousands of children yearly through classes, 

workshops, summer programs and live performances. PATC has been dedicated to truly 
challenging and enlightening students in expanding their skills and knowledge of the 

theatre arts. Our goal is to entertain and delight local audiences through quality, family-
friendly arts entertainment at an a affordable price, while helping our audience grow 
through exposure to theatre and the arts. PATC works in connection with educators to 
support and complement their existing curricula, both through the shows we develop 

and the study guides we create.  

These study guides are provided to educators and parents as a tool to assist learning 
before and after their visit, maximizing the theatre experience.  

www.playnaround.com 

727-255-3514 
This program is presented as part of the Artists-in-the-Schools Program, 
which is funded and jointly sponsored by the Hillsborough County Public 

Schools and the Arts Council of 
Hillsborough County. 



ACTIVITIES BEFORE THE PLAY

Read to or have your students read the story of RUMPELSTILTSKIN.

Florida Standards Connections: 
LAFS.K.RL.3.9 - With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar stories.
LAFS.1.RL.3.9 - Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories.
LAFS.2.RL.3.9 - Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from 
different cultures.
LAFS.3.RL.3.9 - Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or similar 
characters (e.g., in books from a series).
LAFS.4.RL.2.6 - Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between first- 
and third-person narrations.
LAFS.5.RL.3.9 - Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar 
themes and topics.

ACTIVITIES AFTER THE PLAY

Read to your students the story of RUMPELSTILTSKIN.

Florida Standards Connections: 
LAFS.K.W.1.3 -  Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell about 
the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.
LAFS.1.W.1.3 - Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding what 
happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 
LAFS.2.W.1.3 - Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to describe 
actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.
LAFS.3.W.1.3 -  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences.
LAFS.4.W.1.3 -  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences.
LAFS.5.W.1.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear 
event sequences.
TH.K.S.2.1 - Pretend to be a character from a given story.
TH.1.S.2.1 - Collaborate with others to present scenes from familiar stories.
TH.2.S.2.1 - Collaborate with others to perform a scene and solve challenges.
TH.3.S.2.1 - Discuss the process and responsibilities in creating a play and then apply them to collaborate and create a simple production.
TH.4.S.2.1 -  Collaborate with others to share responsibilities for a production.
TH.5.S.2.1 - Collaborate with others to create productions and solve challenges.

Have your students discuss the main moral in the story Rumpelstiltskin.

Florida Standards Connections: 
LAFS.K.RL.1.1 - With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
LAFS.1.RL.1.2 - Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson.
LAFS.3.RL.1.2 - Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or 
moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.  
LAFS.4.RL.1.1 -  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from 
the text.
LAFS.5.RL.1.1 - Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text.



Discuss with your students the difference between a fable and a play.

Florida Standards Connections: 
TH.K.O.3.1 - Compare a story that is read to one that is acted out.
TH.1.H.3.1 - Identify similarities between plays and stories.
TH.2.O.1.1 - Compare the differences between reading a story and seeing it as a play.
TH.3.H.3.2 - Discuss differences between stories that are presented in different modes or time periods.

Have your students draw a picture or write a letter to the cast of Rumpelstiltskin telling them what they learned about bragging and 
boasting.

Florida Standards Connections: 
LAFS.K.W.1.1 - Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or 
the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...).
LAFS.1.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, 
supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.
LAFS.2.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons 
that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding 
statement or section.
LAFS.3.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
LAFS.4.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

Write a letter to the performers of Rumpelstiltskin.

Florida Standards Connections: 
LAFS.K.W.1.1 - Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or 
the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...).
LAFS.1.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, 
supply a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.
LAFS.2.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons 
that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding 
statement or section.
LAFS.3.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
LAFS.4.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
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