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An Educator’s guide to: 

An original adaptation play by  
Play’N Around Theatre Company 

ENJOY THIS CLASSIC TALE ABOUT A BOY NAMED 
JACK WHO TRADES HIS COW BETSY FOR MAGIC 

BEANS. THIS ORIGINAL MUSICAL COMEDY SHOWS 
THE IMPORTANCE OF NEVER GIVING UP. 



Before the play discuss with your students the  
HISTORY BEHIND THE STORY 

The desire for a means of ascending to the sky is as old as the Tower of Babel and Jacob's 
Ladder. Asia has the story of the branch of the Bodhi of Buddha which grows rapidly towards the 
sky once it is planted. Although he is not as old as these stories, Jack, the infamous trickster and 
beanstalk climber, has been around for several centuries. 

 The first literary version of the tale, according to Peter and Iona Opie, appeared in England in 
the 1734 reprint of Round About our Coal-Fire: or Christmas Entertainments (1730) with the 
addition of the tale "Enchantment demonstrated in the Story of Jack Spriggins and the Enchanted 
Bean." The piece is a skit of the tale and the author demonstrates great familiarity with the 
traditional tale.  

The story does not appear in print in any form for another seventy years. Then, in 1807, it 
appears in two different publications:  The History of Mother Twaddle, and the Marvelous 
Achievements of Her Son Jack, by B. A. T. and The History of Jack and the Bean-Stalk, Printed 
from the Original Manuscript, Never Before Published by Benjamin Tabart. The first is a 
metrical rendering of the tale and considerably different in substance and events from the second 
story. In B.A.T's version, a servant girl lets Jack into the giant's home and gives the giant ale to 
fall asleep. Once the giant is asleep, Jack beheads him, marries the girl and sends for his mother. 
The Tabart version is the more familiar tale of the two to 21st century readers and listeners 
(Opies 1972). 

In 1890, Joseph Jacobs recorded a version of the tale based on the oral versions he had heard as a 
child. He dismissed Tabart's version as a poor representation of the oral tale. Jack is a good-for-
nothing trickster in Jacobs' version while Tabart provides justification for Jack's destruction of 
the Giant. Both versions have competed for dominance in literary retellings. When he published 
the Red Fairy Book in 1890, Andrew Lang favored the Tabart version. Since Jacobs' version was 
new to publication, Lang's decision to favor Tabart is not necessarily a vote of preference for it 
over Jacobs' version. You can read the Lang/Tabart version of Jack and the Beanstalk. Katherine 
Briggs, a noted British folklorist of the 20th century, favored Jacobs' version. In the end, too 
many variants exist to label any one variant the primary text.  

Many variations of the tale's themes exist in different countries. The English version, Jack and 
the Beanstalk, is the most popular and best-known variation of the tale. The events causing the 
beanstalk to grow, as well as the motivation for stealing from and killing the giant, vary across 
versions, some with more "justifiable" reasoning, such as revenge. Still, Jack is a trickster and 
thus amoral and/or immoral in most versions. The tale has appeared primarily in north-central 
Europe. It has been popular in Finland and Norway. It has appeared as far away as Spain and 
Romania, but never in Russia or further east. It has also appeared in French telling in Canada and 
on to the American Indian tribes stretching from Nova Scotia to British Columbia.

http://www.surlalunefairytales.com/jackbeanstalk/stories/langbeanstalk.html


ACTIVITIES BEFORE THE PLAY 
Standards for Theatre Etiquette

(For a complete listing of specific standards, please see the last two pages of this study guide) 

! TH.K.S.1.1-Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior at a live performance.  
TH.1.S.1.1-Exhibit appropriate audience etiquette and response. 
TH.2.S.1.1-Exhibit the behavior necessary to establish audience etiquette, response, and 
constructive criticism. 
TH.3.S.1.1-Demonstrate effective audience etiquette and constructive criticism for a live 
performance. 
TH.4.S.1.1.-Exhibit proper audience etiquette, give constructive criticism, and defend personal 
responses. 
TH.5.S.1.1-Describe the difference in responsibilities between being an audience member at live 
or recorded performances. 

! (Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.RL.3.9 - LAFS.1.RL.3.9 - LAFS.2.RL.3.9  -
LAFS.3.RL.3.9 - LAFS.4.RL.2.6 - LAFS.5.RL.3.9) 

1. Read to or have your students read the story of Jack and the Beanstalk. Discuss the elements
of the story and how they might be similar to stories they have already read or see in the movies 
or television. Have your students discuss what other stories they feel have similar concepts. 

2. Have the students learn the following vocabulary words and listen for them during the play.
See how many words they can recall and how the characters use them in the context of the play. 

COW MILKING MARKET 
              PEDDLER MAGIC STOLEN 
           BEANSTALK GIANT TRADE 
              PRINCE BREAKFAST BACON    



ACTIVITIES AFTER THE PLAY 

! (Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.W.1.3 - LAFS.1.W.1.3 - LAFS.2.W.1.3 -
LAFS.3.W.1.3 - LAFS.4.W.1.3 - LAFS.5.W.1.3 -TH.K.S.2.1 - TH.1.S.2.1 - TH.2.S.2.1 - TH.3.S.
2.1 - TH.4.S.2.1 - TH.5.S.2.1) 

Have your students write a story creating characters put in a situation that were they are forced to 
face the choice of not giving up. Have the students write a different ending to the story Jack And 
The Beanstalk in comparison to the ending of the play. 

! (Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.RL.1.1 - LAFS.1.RL.1.2  - LAFS.3.RL.1.2 -  
LAFS.4.RL.1.1 - LAFS.5.RL.1.1) 

Have your students discuss the main moral in the story Jack And The Beanstalk. Have them 
discuss how Jack was faced with the option of stealing or not to steal. Discuss with your students 
the differences between right and wrong and how Jack used his judgment to make the right 
choice. Have you students create a different ending to the show by changing elements of the 
program to create different outcomes. 

! (Florida Standards Connections: TH.K.O.3.1 - TH.1.H.3.1 - TH.2.O.1.1 - TH.3.H.3.2) 

Discuss with your students the difference between a fable and a play. Ask your students what was 
difference and similarities in the play Jack and The Beanstalk from stories they have heard or 
read. Have your students discuss the time period that they believe the story was set in. Have your 
students compare the difference between the time period they believe the story was set in the 
play and how elements of the story would be different todays time period. 

! (Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.W.1.1, LAFS.1.W.1.1, LAFS.2.W.1.1, 
LAFS.3.W.1.1, LAFS.4.W.1.1) 
Have your students draw a picture or write a letter to the cast of JACK AND THE BEANSTALK 
telling them what they learned about not giving up. Have them tell the cast some of their favorite 
parts of the production. 



JACK AND 

THE BEANSTALK
R  E  C  I  R  P  H  Y  W  G  P  M

N  W  Q  O  M  Y  C  M  Z  D  G  A

S  Q  R  R  C  S  S  D  A  N  T  S

U  P  B  Q  W  U  H  T  I  G  O  T

B  E  A  N  S  A  L  K  O  U  I  K

S  D  C  A  G  A  L  E  C  L  L  C

T  D  O  P  Y  I  E  H  D  F  E  C

L  L  N  N  M  R  I  B  F  A  V  N

F  E  X  Y  Q  G  I  A  N  T  R  J

S  R  F  I  A  M  K  W  O  C  F  T

K  L  D  I  K  N  Q  U  N  V  Y  L

C  O  M  T  E  K  R  A  M  W  J  H 

BACON                        MILKING                  BEANSALK

PRICE                             COW                        PEDDLER

GIANT                           STOLEN                     MAGIC

TRADE                          MARKET                 BREAKFAST









Play’N Around Theatre is always 
happy to hear for the audience. 

Write a letter to the performers of 
Jack And The Beanstalk. 

(Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.W.1.1, LAFS.1.W.1.1, LAFS.
2.W.1.1, LAFS.3.W.1.1, LAFS.4.W.1.1) 

_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________
_________________________________ 

Send your letters to: 
Play’N Around Theatre Company  

2221 Saw Palmetto Place #201 
Land ) Lakes, Fl. 34639 



THE PRODUCERS  
Play'N Around Theatre Company is a professional theater company that tours live 

educational musical productions to theaters, schools, libraries, recreational centers and 
special events. Operating year round PATC offers main-stage productions, classes and 

workshops, summer programs, community special events, school collaborative projects 
and much more! PATC introduces young audiences to the performing arts through 

professional, fully-staged productions that appeal to children, parents and educators 
while teaching morals and values. Founded In 1999, Play’N Around Theatre has 

produced many original educational, as well as entertaining, adaptations to classic fairy 
tales. PATC presents productions to thousands of children yearly through classes, 

workshops, summer programs and live performances. PATC has been dedicated to truly 
challenging and enlightening students in expanding their skills and knowledge of the 

theatre arts. Our goal is to entertain and delight local audiences through quality, family-
friendly arts entertainment at an a affordable price, while helping our audience grow 

through exposure to theatre and the arts.  

PATC works in connection with educators to support and complement their existing 
curricula, both through the shows we develop and the study guides we create.  

These study guides are provided to educators and parents as a tool to assist learning 
before and after their visit, maximizing the theatre experience.  

www.playnaround.com 

727-255-3514 

This program is presented as part of the Artists-in-the-Schools Program, which is funded and 
jointly sponsored by the Hillsborough County Public Schools and the Arts Council of 

Hillsborough County.



ACTIVITIES BEFORE THE PLAY

Read to or have your students read the story of Jack and the Beanstalk.

Florida Standards Connections: 
LAFS.K.RL.3.9 - With prompting and support, compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in familiar 
stories.
LAFS.1.RL.3.9 - Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in stories.
LAFS.2.RL.3.9 - Compare and contrast two or more versions of the same story (e.g., Cinderella stories) by different authors or from 
different cultures.
LAFS.3.RL.3.9 - Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or 
similar characters (e.g., in books from a series).
LAFS.4.RL.2.6 - Compare and contrast the point of view from which different stories are narrated, including the difference between 
first- and third-person narrations.
LAFS.5.RL.3.9 - Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to 
similar themes and topics.

ACTIVITIES AFTER THE PLAY

Have your students write a story creating characters put in a situation that were they are forced to face the choice of not giving up.

Florida Standards Connections: 
LAFS.K.W.1.3 -  Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or several loosely linked events, tell 
about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a reaction to what happened.
LAFS.1.W.1.3 - Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, include some details regarding 
what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide some sense of closure. 
LAFS.2.W.1.3 - Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, include details to 
describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.
LAFS.3.W.1.3 -  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences.
LAFS.4.W.1.3 -  Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, 
and clear event sequences.
LAFS.5.W.1.3 - Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and 
clear event sequences.
TH.K.S.2.1 - Pretend to be a character from a given story.
TH.1.S.2.1 - Collaborate with others to present scenes from familiar stories.
TH.2.S.2.1 - Collaborate with others to perform a scene and solve challenges.
TH.3.S.2.1 - Discuss the process and responsibilities in creating a play and then apply them to collaborate and create a simple 
production.
TH.4.S.2.1 -  Collaborate with others to share responsibilities for a production.
TH.5.S.2.1 - Collaborate with others to create productions and solve challenges.

Have your students discuss the main moral in the story Jack And The Beanstalk.

Florida Standards Connections: 
LAFS.K.RL.1.1 - With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text.
LAFS.1.RL.1.2 - Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their central message or lesson.
LAFS.3.RL.1.2 - Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, 
or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key details in the text.  
LAFS.4.RL.1.1 -  Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 
from the text.
LAFS.5.RL.1.1 - Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the 
text.



Discuss with your students the difference between a fable and a play.

Florida Standards Connections: 
TH.K.O.3.1 - Compare a story that is read to one that is acted out.
TH.1.H.3.1 - Identify similarities between plays and stories.
TH.2.O.1.1 - Compare the differences between reading a story and seeing it as a play.
TH.3.H.3.2 - Discuss differences between stories that are presented in different modes or time periods.

Have your students draw a picture or write a letter to the cast of JACK AND THE BEANSTALK telling them what they learned about not 
giving up.

Florida Standards Connections: 
LAFS.K.W.1.1 - Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or 
the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...).
LAFS.1.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply 
a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.
LAFS.2.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons 
that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement 
or section.
LAFS.3.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
LAFS.4.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.

Write a letter to the performers of Jack And The Beanstalk.

Florida Standards Connections: 
LAFS.K.W.1.1 - Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to compose opinion pieces in which they tell a reader the topic or 
the name of the book they are writing about and state an opinion or preference about the topic or book (e.g., My favorite book is...).
LAFS.1.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or name the book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply 
a reason for the opinion, and provide some sense of closure.
LAFS.2.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an opinion, supply reasons 
that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g., because, and, also) to connect opinion and reasons, and provide a concluding statement 
or section.
LAFS.3.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons.
LAFS.4.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
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