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                         An Educator’s Guide 
 

Welcome to the show! 
 
           Drum Sermons 

Drum Sermons is a joyous celebration of music that recounts its 
origin and makes clear how it came to live in our hearts. This 
informative yet entertaining African adventure is inclusive of 
stories from the far corners of the African continent, spirited 
drumming, dance, and song, hand drumming instruction, an 
introduction to some of Africa’s most popular instruments, and a 
healthy dose of the obligatory African tradition of audience 
participation. 
Ages: suitable for all ages 
Duration: 50-60 minutes 

 
 
 

 

 
This program is presented as part of the Artists-in-the-Schools Program, which is funded 
and jointly sponsored by the Hillsborough County Public Schools and the Arts Council of 

Hillsborough County. 



The quality of the performance is dependent on your students being prepared to exhibit appropriate behavior. 
Please read and discuss the following behavioral mandates with your students before the performance. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This review and discussion supports Standards governing appropriate behavior and Theatre Etiquette. Distributing 
adult supervision amongst the students will help ensure appropriate behavior. Teacher and chaperone behavior is 
critical as well so please remember to silence your cell phones and refrain from using your phones for texting or 
anything else during the performance. Taking pictures or recording during the performance is not permitted. We 
hope this helps you prepare your students so they will experience a quality performance.    
 

 
 

Your Role as an Audience Member 
The audience is an important part of any performance. Your behavior as an audience member will affect 
the performance you see. Performers are people too and will be working really hard to perform for you. 
Their performance and everyone's experience of it will be even better if you follow the following 
instructions: 
 

 Enter the performance space quietly and take your seat as directed. 
 

 Remember that seeing a live show is not like watching TV or a movie. The performers are in the 
same room with you and can see and hear you. Please don’t talk during the performance. The 
performers need you to watch and listen quietly. Talking to friends disturbs the performers and 
other members of the audience and is rude and disrespectful. 

 

 Please stay in your seats during the performance. Please show respect for the performers and 
your fellow audience members by sitting up in your seats and keeping your feet on the floor. 

 

 You can laugh if something is funny and clap at the end of the performance or after a song. 
 

 Using your cell phone, taking pictures or recording is not allowed during the performance. 
 

 Please remain seated at the end of the performance.   
 
Standards for Theatre Etiquette 
TH.K.S.1.1‐Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior at a live performance. 
TH.1.S.1.1‐Exhibit appropriate audience etiquette and response.  
TH.2.S.1.1‐Exhibit the behavior necessary to establish audience etiquette, response, and constructive 
criticism.  
TH.3.S.1.1‐Demonstrate effective audience etiquette and constructive criticism for a live performance.  
TH.4.S.1.1.‐Exhibit proper audience etiquette, give constructive criticism, and defend personal 
responses.  
TH.5.S.1.1‐Describe the difference in responsibilities between being an audience member at live or 
recorded performances. 
 



Before the show 
Orisirisi African Folklore has provided its unique brand of folklore, for countless people from a vast 
array of demographics and cultural backgrounds at primary and secondary schools, colleges and 
universities, festivals, churches, libraries, museums, conferences, corporate and teacher in‐services, 
television and radio programs, theme parks, and special events, while exhibiting an unwavering 
commitment to the needs of the individual, the group, the community, and society at large 
	

Synopsis of the Story / Description of what the audience will see / 
What to expect. 

Note to Teachers: Share this information with your students 
 
Drum Sermons is a performance that recreates the African tradition of music making and storytelling 
that actively engages everyone present in the activity. The storytelling may explain why some things 
that we experience in our lives are as they are, teach valuable lessons like right from wrong, how to be a 
true friend etc. They provide a great opportunity to challenge students to be good listeners. 

 
The music is primarily inclusive of African drumming, singing, and dance that encourages and includes 
the entire audience students and teachers alike to join in the celebration. In fact, during the course of 
Drum Sermons some students and faculty members will join in the merriment by actually playing the 
drums and other African percussion instruments. 

 
 

Information relating to performance genre and content 
 
Note to teachers: 
Below are links that will give you pre-performance information that will help prepare you to create or us 
lesson plans that, if used, will enhanced your students Drum Sermons experience. 
 

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/africa/tools/culture/get_started.html 
(Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.RI.1.1, LAFS.K.W.3.7, LAFS.K.W.3.8, LAFS.1.RI.1.1, LAFS.1.W.3.7, 
LAFS.1.W.3.8, LAFS.2.RI.1.1, LAFS.2.W.3.7, LAFS.2.W.3.8, LAFS.3.RI.1.1, LAFS.3.W.3.7, LAFS.3.W.3.8, LAFS.4.RI.1.2, 
LAFS.4.W.3.7, LAFS.5.RI.1.2, LAFS.5.W.3.7, LAFS.6.RI.1.3, LAFS.6.W.3.7, LAFS.7.RI.1.3, LAFS.7.W.3.7, LAFS.8.RI.1.1, 
LAFS.8.W.3.7, LAFS.910.RI.1.1, LAFS.910.W.3.8, LAFS.1112.RI.1.1, LAFS.1112.W.3.7) * 
 

http://www.childfun.com/themes/world/africa/ 
(Florida Standards Connections: MU.K.H.1.1, VA.K.H.1.1, MU.1.H.1.1, VA.1.H.1.1, MU.2.H.1.1, VA.2.H.2.1, MU.3.H.1.1, 
VA.3.H.2.1, MU.4.H.1.1, VA.4.H.1.3, MU.5.H.1.1, VA.5.H.1.3, MU.68.H.1.1, VA.68.H.1.3, MU.912.H.1.1) 

 

http://www.wikihow.com/Make-an-African-Drum 
(Florida Standards Connections: LAFS.K.RI.4.10, LAFS.K.SL.1.2, LAFS.1.RI.2.6, LAFS.1.SL.1.2, LAFS.2.RI.3.7, 
LAFS.2.SL.1.2, LAFS.3.RI.3.7, LAFS.3.SL.1.2, LAFS.4.RI.3.7, LAFS.4.SL.1.2, LAFS.5.RI.3.7, LAFS.5.SL.1.2, 
LAFS.68.RH.3.7, LAFS.910.RH.3.7, LAFS.1112.RH.3.7 
 
 

*For a complete listing of the Florida Standard Connections, please see pages 6-9 of this study guide.



 

 
 

After the show 
Storytelling  
Note to teachers: The performance offers an excellent opportunity to reinforce both 
student written and oral competence and analytical skills, as well. 
 
(Florida Standard Connections: LAFS.K.SL.1.1, LAFS.K.W.1.3, TH.K.C.2.1, LAFS.1.SL.1.1, 
LAFS.1.W.1.3, TH.1.C.3.1, LAFS.2.SL.1.1, LAFS.2.W.1.3, TH.2.C.1.2, LAFS.3.SL.1.1, LAFS.3.W.1.3, 
TH.3.H.1.1, LAFS.4.SL.1.1, LAFS.4.W.1.3, TH.4.S.1.3, LAFS.5.SL.1.1, LAFS.5.W.1.3, TH.5.S.1.3, 
LAFS.6.SL.1.1, LAFS.6.W.1.3, LAFS.7.SL.1.1, LAFS.7.W.1.3, LAFS.8.W.1.3, LAFS.8.SL.1.1, 
TH.68.C.2.4, LAFS.910.SL.1.1, LAFS.910.W.1.3, LAFS.1112.SL.1.1, LAFS.1112.W.1.3, TH.912.C.1.3) 

 

1. Have students recall with a partner the stories that they heard during the 
show. What were their favorites and why? What did the stories remind 
them of? After sharing with a partner, have students present their findings 
to the class as a whole. 

 
2. Have students work in pairs to write or share their own folktale, legend, 

or myth with the class. Students should create at least one visual aid to 
accompany their presentation to the class. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

About the Artists 
Orisirisi African Folklore is an awe inspiring African adventure rooted in the history, 
culture, and traditions of Africa, inclusive of folktales, legends, and myths, spirited 
drumming, dance and song, children’s games, lectures on special topics, and a healthy 
dose of the obligatory African tradition of audience participation. The nationally and 
internationally acclaimed performing arts and educational initiative was founded in 1986 
by husband and wife team Don and Tutu Harrell, with the expressed purpose of sharing 
the beauty and poignancy of African life and culture. 

 
Since inception the company has provided its unique brand of folklore, for countless 

people from a vast array of demographics and cultural specific backgrounds at primary 
and secondary schools, colleges and universities, festivals, churches, libraries, museums, 
conferences, corporate and teacher in-services, television and radio programs, theme 
parks, and special events, while exhibiting an unwavering commitment to the needs of 
the individual, the group, the community, and society at large 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

Florida Standards Connections 
Drum Sermons: Folktales, Legends, and Myths from the Far Corners of Africa 

 
 

Information relating to performance genre and content, pg. 3 
 

1. http://www.pbs.org/wnet/africa/tools/culture/get_started.html 
LAFS.K.RI.1.1 With prompting and support, ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
LAFS.K.W.3.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of books 
by a favorite author and express opinions about them). 
LAFS.K.W.3.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources to answer a question. 
LAFS.1.RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text. 
LAFS.1.W.3.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., explore a number of “how-to” 
books on a given topic and use them to write a sequence of instructions). 
LAFS.1.W.3.8 With guidance and support from adults, recall information from experiences or gather 
information from provided sources to answer a question. 
LAFS.2.RI.1.1 Ask and answer such questions as who, what, where, when, why, and how to 
demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 
LAFS.2.W.3.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a 
single topic to produce a report; record science observations). 
LAFS.2.W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to 
answer a question. 
LAFS.3.RI.1.1 Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly 
to the text as the basis for the answers. 
LAFS.3.W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge about a topic. 
LAFS.3.W.3.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from print and digital 
sources; take brief notes on sources and sort evidence into provided categories. 
LAFS.4.RI.1.2 Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; 
summarize the text. 
LAFS.4.W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through investigation of 
different aspects of a topic. 
LAFS.5.RI.1.2 Determine two or more main ideas of a text and explain how they are supported by 
key details; summarize the text. 
LAFS.5.W.3.7 Conduct short research projects that use several sources to build knowledge through 
investigation of different aspects of a topic. 
LAFS.6.RI.1.3 Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, and 
elaborated in a text (e.g., through examples or anecdotes). 
LAFS.6.W.3.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
refocusing the inquiry when appropriate. 
LAFS.7.RI.1.3 Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas in a text (e.g., how 
ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas or events). 
LAFS.7.W.3.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions for further research and investigation. 
LAFS.8.RI.1.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
LAFS.8.W.3.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated 
question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow 
for multiple avenues of exploration. 
LAFS.910.RI.1.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
LAFS.910.W.3.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, 
using advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research 
question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. 



LAFS.1112.RI.1.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says 
explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves 
matters uncertain. 
LAFS.1112.W.3.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question 
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when 
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject 
under investigation. 
 

2. http://www.childfun.com/themes/world/africa/ 
MU.K.H.1.1 Respond to music from diverse cultures through singing and movement. 
VA.K.H.1.1 Describe art from selected cultures and places. 
MU.1.H.1.1 Perform simple songs, dances, and musical games from a variety of cultures. 
VA.1.H.1.1 Discuss how different works of art communicate information about a particular culture. 
MU.2.H.1.1 Perform songs, musical games, dances, and simple instrumental accompaniments from a 
variety of cultures. 
VA.2.H.2.1 Identify differences or similarities in artworks across time and culture. 
MU.3.H.1.1 Compare indigenous instruments of specified cultures. 
VA.3.H.2.1 Compare differences or similarities in artworks across time and culture. 
MU.4.H.1.1 Examine and describe a cultural tradition, other than one's own, learned through its 
musical style and/or use of authentic instruments. 
VA.4.H.1.3 Describe artworks that honor and are reflective of particular individuals, groups, events, 
and/or cultures 
MU.5.H.1.1 Identify the purposes for which music is used within various cultures. 
VA.5.H.1.3 Identify and describe the importance a selected group or culture places on specific works 
of art. 
MU.68.H.1.1 Describe the functions of music from various cultures and time periods. 
VA.68.H.1.3 Analyze and describe the significance of artwork from a selected group or culture to 
explain its importance to the population. 
MU.912.H.1.1 Investigate and discuss how a culture’s traditions are reflected through its music. 
 

3. http://www.wikihow.com/Make-an-African-Drum 
LAFS.K.RI.4.10 Actively engage in group reading activities with purpose and understanding. 
LAFS.K.SL.1.2 Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally or 
through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting clarification 
if something is not understood. 
LAFS.1.RI.2.6 Distinguish between information provided by pictures or other illustrations and 
information provided by the words in a text. 
LAFS.1.SL.1.2 Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information 
presented orally or through other media. 
LAFS.2.RI.3.7 Explain how specific images (e.g., a diagram showing how a machine works) 
contribute to and clarify a text. 
LAFS.2.SL.1.2 Recount or describe key ideas or details from a text read aloud or information 
presented orally or through other media. 
LAFS.3.RI.3.7 Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in 
a text to demonstrate understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). 
LAFS.3.SL.1.2 Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text read aloud or information 
presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
LAFS.4.RI.3.7 Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, 
graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the 
information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears. 
LAFS.4.SL.1.2 Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse media 
and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
LAFS.5.RI.3.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability 
to locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 
LAFS.5.SL.1.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
LAFS.68.RH.3.7 Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, or maps) 
with other information in print and digital texts. 



LAFS.910.RH.3.7 Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with 
qualitative analysis in print or digital text. 
LAFS.1112.RH.3.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 
formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, as well as in words) in order to address a question or 
solve a problem. 
 
Storytelling pg. 5 
LAFS.K.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about kindergarten 
topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
LAFS.K.W.1.3 Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing to narrate a single event or 
several loosely linked events, tell about the events in the order in which they occurred, and provide a 
reaction to what happened. 
TH.K.C.2.1 Respond to a performance and share personal preferences about parts of the 
performance. 
LAFS.1.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
LAFS.1.W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced events, 
include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide 
some sense of closure. 
TH.1.C.3.1 Share opinions about selected plays. 
LAFS.2.SL.1.1 Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 2 topics 
and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
LAFS.2.W.1.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of 
events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event 
order, and provide a sense of closure. 
TH.2.C.1.2 Respond to a play by drawing and/or writing about a favorite aspect of it. 
LAFS.3.SL.1.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 3 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 
LAFS.3.W.1.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
TH.3.H.1.1 Understand how cultural differences are expressed through character, environment, and 
theme. 
LAFS.4.SL.1.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 
LAFS.4.W.1.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
TH.4.S.1.3 Use theatre terms to evaluate a live performance and discuss the qualities that directly 
impacted the audience's response to the production 
LAFS.5.SL.1.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 
LAFS.5.W.1.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
TH.5.S.1.3 Evaluate a performance, using theatre terminology, and articulate emotional responses to 
the whole and parts of dramatic performances. 
LAFS.6.SL.1.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
LAFS.6.W.1.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
LAFS.7.SL.1.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
LAFS.7.W.1.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 



LAFS.8.W.1.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 
LAFS.8.SL.1.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
TH.68.C.2.4 Defend personal responses to a theatre production. 
LAFS.910.SL.1.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
LAFS.910.W.1.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
LAFS.1112.SL.1.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-
one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 
LAFS.1112.W.1.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
TH.912.C.1.3 Justify a response to a theatrical experience through oral or written analysis, using 
correct theatre terminology. 
 
 

 


