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OVERVIEW 
Kuniko will perform “ORIGAMI TALES – Japanese Storytelling with Origami” and teach a 
Hands-On Origami Workshop for grades K- 5.  This residency will not only provide multi-
culture studies, but Math and Visual Arts connections as well.  
  

The content will be customized to student needs, and Kuniko will work closely with 
teachers for planning. Kuniko’s workshop utilizes origami as a tool to empower creative 
learning and to demonstrate geometry and fraction concepts.   
 
Kuniko is a native of Japan and she has studied traditional arts. A brief introduction of 
Japan is always applied to all of her sessions. 
 
 



PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
 
School Show: “ORIGAMI TALES – Japanese Storytelling with Origami” 
 

A CULTURAL EXPERIENCE with Japanese Folk Tales and Origami; this show 
provides students & families a magical entry into our diverse world.  Origami Tales 
entertains and educates through the use of mythological character masks & puppets, 
amazing flowers and a dragon – all made from origami!  Those intricate props set 
the stage for Kuniko to share heartfelt stories from ancient Japan.  

 
Standards Connected to Performance: 

TH.K.S.1.1- Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior at a live performance. 
VA.K.H.1.2- Follow directions for suitable behavior in an art audience. 
TH.1.S.1.1- Exhibit appropriate audience etiquette and response. 
VA.1.H.1.2- Discuss suitable behavior expected of audience members. 
TH.2.S.1.1- Exhibit the behavior necessary to establish audience etiquette, response, and 
constructive criticism. 
VA.2.H.1.2- Distinguish between appropriate and inappropriate audience behavior. 
TH.3.S.1.1- Demonstrate effective audience etiquette and constructive criticism for a live 
performance. 
VA.3.H.1.2- Describe the importance of displaying suitable behavior as part of an art 
audience 
TH.4.S.1.1- Exhibit proper audience etiquette, give constructive criticism, and defend 

personal responses. 
VA.4.H.1.2- Identify suitable behavior for various art venues and events.  
TH.5.S.1.1- Describe the difference in responsibilities between being an audience member 
at live or recorded performances. 
VA.5.H.1.1 Examine historical and cultural influences that inspire artists and their work. 
VA.5.H.1.2- Use suitable behavior as a member of an art audience. 
WL.K12.NM.1.2- Demonstrate understanding of everyday expressions dealing with simple 

and concrete daily activities and needs presented in a clear, slow, and repeated speech. 
WL.K12.NM.1.3- Demonstrate understanding of basic words and phrases in simple 
messages and announcements on familiar settings. 
WL.K12.NM.1.5- Demonstrate understanding of simple rhymes, songs, poems, and read 

aloud stories. 
WL.K12.NM.1.6- Follow short, simple directions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.kunikotheater.com/


ORIGAMI HANDS-ON workshops 
 

K-2 grade students will observe lines, shapes and identify geometric figures.  

Students will make dog, rabbit and frog origami.  

3-5 grades students will focus on types of triangles, angles and shapes.  Students will 

exam the line of symmetry, analyze interrelationships between figures and play to 

communicate with others.  Origami activities include: folding a paper balloon, boat, 

house and butterfly. A 45 minutes session addresses up to 30 students. 

 

Standards Connected to Hands-on Workshop:  

MAFS.K.G.1.3- Identify shapes as two-dimensional (lying in a plane, “flat”) or three-

dimensional (“solid”). 

MAFS.K.G.1.2- Correctly name shapes regardless of their orientations or overall size. 

MAFS.K.G.2.4- Analyze and compare two- and three-dimensional shapes, in different sizes 

and orientations, using informal language to describe their similarities, differences, parts 

(e.g., number of sides and vertices/“corners”) and other attributes (e.g., having sides of 

equal length). 

MAFS.K.G.2.5- Model shapes in the world by building shapes from components (e.g., sticks 

and clay balls) and drawing shapes. 

VA.K.S.3.1- Develop skills and techniques to create with two- and/or three- dimensional 

media. 

VA.K.O.1.1- Explore the placement of the structural elements of art in personal works of art. 

MAFS.1.G.1.1- Distinguish between defining attributes (e.g., triangles are closed and three-

sided) versus non-defining attributes (e.g., color, orientation, overall size); build and draw 

shapes to possess defining attributes. 

MAFS.1.G.1.2- Compose two-dimensional shapes (rectangles, squares, trapezoids, triangles, 

half-circles, and quarter-circles) or three-dimensional shapes (cubes, right rectangular 

prisms, right circular cones, and right circular cylinders) to create a composite shape, and 

compose new shapes from the composite shape. 

MAFS.1.G.1.3- Partition circles and rectangles into two and four equal shares, describe the 

shares using the words halves, fourths, and quarters, and use the phrases half of, fourth of, 

and quarter of. Describe the whole as two of, or four of the shares. Understand for these 

examples that decomposing into more equal shares creates smaller shares. 

MAFS.1.MD.1.1- Order three objects by length; compare the lengths of two objects 

indirectly by using a third object. 

VA.1.S.3.1- Practice skills and techniques to create with two- and/or three-dimensional 

media. 

VA.1.O.1.1- Identify and use the structural elements of art and organizational principles of 

design to support artistic development. 



MAFS.2.G.1.1- Recognize and draw shapes having specified attributes, such as a given 

number of angles or a given number of equal faces. Identify triangles, quadrilaterals, 

pentagons, hexagons, and cubes. 

MAFS.2.G.1.2- Partition a rectangle into rows and columns of same-size squares and count 

to find the total number of them. 

MAFS.2.G.1.3- Partition circles and rectangles into two, three, or four equal shares, describe 

the shares using the words halves, thirds, half of, a third of, etc., and describe the whole as 

two halves, three thirds, four fourths. Recognize that equal shares of identical wholes need 

not have the same shape. 

LAFS.2.SL.2.5- Create audio recordings of stories or poems; add drawings or other visual 

displays to stories or recounts of experiences when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, 

and feelings. 

VA.2.S.3.1- Manipulate art materials and refine techniques to create two- and/or three-

dimensional personal works. 

VA.2.O.1.1- Employ structural elements of art and organizational principles of design in 

personal work to develop awareness of the creative process. 

VA.2.S.1.3- Explore art from different time periods and cultures as sources for inspiration. 

MAFS.3.G.1.1- Understand that shapes in different categories (e.g., rhombuses, rectangles, 

and others) may share attributes (e.g., having four sides), and that the shared attributes can 

define a larger category (e.g., quadrilaterals). Recognize rhombuses, rectangles, and 

squares as examples of quadrilaterals, and draw examples of quadrilaterals that do not 

belong to any of these subcategories. 

MAFS.3.G.1.2- Partition shapes into parts with equal areas. Express the area of each part as 

a unit fraction of the whole. For example, partition a shape into 4 parts with equal area, and 

describe the area of each part as 1/4 of the area of the shape. 

MAFS.3.NF.1.1- Understand a fraction 1/b as the quantity formed by 1 part when a whole is 

partitioned into b equal parts; understand a fraction a/b as the quantity formed by a parts 

of size 1/b. 

MAFS.3.NF.1.2- Understand a fraction as a number on the number line; represent fractions 

on a number line diagram. 

VA.3.S.3.1- Use materials, tools, and processes to achieve an intended result in two- and/or 

three-dimensional artworks. 

VA.3.S.1.3- Incorporate ideas from art exemplars for specified time periods and cultures. 

MAFS.4.G.1.1- Draw points, lines, line segments, rays, angles (right, acute, obtuse), and 

perpendicular and parallel lines. Identify these in two-dimensional figures. 

MAFS.4.G.1.2- Classify two-dimensional figures based on the presence or absence of 

parallel or perpendicular lines, or the presence or absence of angles of a specified size. 

Recognize right triangles and identify right triangles. 



MAFS.4.G.1.3- Recognize a line of symmetry for a two-dimensional figure as a line across 

the figure such that the figure can be folded along the line into matching parts. Identify line-

symmetric figures and draw lines of symmetry. 

MAFS.4.NF.1.1- Explain why a fraction a/b is equivalent to a fraction (n × a)/(n × b) by 

using visual fraction models, with attention to how the number and size of the parts differ 

even though the two fractions themselves are the same size. Use this principle to recognize 

and generate equivalent fractions. 

MAFS.4.NF.1.2- Compare two fractions with different numerators and different 

denominators, e.g., by creating common denominators or numerators, or by comparing to a 

benchmark fraction such as 1/2. Recognize that comparisons are valid only when the two 

fractions refer to the same whole. Record the results of comparisons with symbols >, =, or 

<, and justify the conclusions, e.g., by using a visual fraction model. 

VA.4.S.1.1- Manipulate tools and materials to achieve diverse effects in personal works of 

art. 

VA.4.S.1.3- Create artworks that integrate ideas from culture or history. 

MAFS.5.G.2.3- Understand that attributes belonging to a category of two-dimensional 

figures also belong to all subcategories of that category. For example, all rectangles have 

four right angles and squares are rectangles, so all squares have four right angles 

MAFS.5.NF.2.6- Solve real world problems involving multiplication of fractions and mixed 

numbers, e.g., by using visual fraction models or equations to represent the problem. 

VA.5.S.1.3- Create artworks to depict personal, cultural, and/or historical themes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

RESIDENCY EXAMPLE 
 
>DAY 1 

2 “ORIGAMI TALES” performances for Grades K-5 (or for chosen grade levels)  
* Up to 200 students per group, divided by grade level 

* Each show is 45 minutes.  
 
3 classes of Hands-On Origami Workshops (*45-60 minutes per class) 

 
 
>DAY 2 

5 classes of Hands-On Origami Workshops (*45-60 minutes per class) 
 



Kuniko’s Pre & Post Visit LESSON PLAN for Teachers 

Storytelling with Origami 

Prepared by Kuniko Yamamoto 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

Interdisciplinary lesson plan:  
Students apply their knowledge of geometric terms to follow directions while folding an 
origami sculpture. Storytelling relating to every folding step is added.  
 
Objectives 

Students will: 
- fold an origami whale 
- listen to the story of Kite 
- learn about the Japanese paper folding tradition of origami 
- connect two disciplines - storytelling and origami  
- recognize and create geometric shapes  
- use paper folding to interpret relative positions and space to complete origami models 
- explore math problems learned by folding paper depending on age level 
- develop skills in following sequential instructions 
 
Grade Levels : K-5 
 
Material 

- One square sheet of paper per student. 
*Paper size: 6" square paper (4" square can be used for 2nd graders) 
*Avoid construction paper. It is easy to rip and hard to crease when folding. Colorful square 
origami paper packages can be purchased at local art supply stores or from online origami 
shops.  Another option would be to cut regular 20 lb., letter-size paper into squares. 
 
Preparation 

Teachers should be using a bigger sheet of paper for instruction. 
Cut a letter sized sheet (8 ½" by 11") of office paper into an 8 ½" square and pre-fold so 
that it’s easy to show step-by-step folding instructions. For a classroom or library setting 8 
½" square will be large enough. If you are demonstrating this activity to more than 30 
students, a larger sized sheet of paper is recommended. 
 
Lead-In 
Read a brief history of origami; 

Ori is the Japanese word for folding and kami means paper. That is how origami got 
its name. The historical origin of Origami is unknown but most historians agree it 
began in China where paper was invented in the first century.  In the seventh 
century Japanese imported paper from China and paper folding spread out 
throughout Japan.   



Until the twelfth century, paper was a precious and a rarity.  It was only used for 
important writings and ceremonies, called No-shi. Female and male paper 
butterflies cover red ceremonial Sake bottles and are still typical origami for 
weddings. One thousand paper cranes decorate shrines and temples of Hiroshima to 
pray for peace on earth. 

 
Vocabulary: Japan, origami, storytelling, 90 degree or right angle, basic geometry terms, 
Konnichiwa  
 
Evaluation:  
 

 
 

4 3 2 1 
Level Of 

Engagement 

In Class 

Student proactively 

contributes to class 

by offering ideas and 

asking questions 

more than once per 

class. 
 

Student proactively 

contributes to class 

by offering ideas 

and asking 

questions once per 

class.  

Student rarely 

contributes to class 

by offering ideas 

and asking 

questions.  
 

Student never 

contributes to 

class by 

offering ideas 

and asking 

questions 

Behavior 
 

Student does not 

display disruptive 

behavior during 

class and assists 

others as needed. 
 

Student does not 

display disruptive 

behavior during 

class. 

Student displays 

very little 

disruptive behavior 

during class. 

Student 

displays 

disruptive 

behavior 

during class 

disturbing 

others. 

Origami 

model 
 

Student successfully 

creates origami 

sculpture. 
 

Student completes 

an acceptable 

sculpture with 

assistance. 

Student completes a 

minimally 

acceptable 

sculpture. 

Student does 

not complete 

sculpture. 

Math & 

Stroytelling 

Component 
 

Student grasps 

geometric 

vocabulary 

successfully and 

tells the story at the 

same time. 
 

Student grasps 

geometric 

vocabulary with 

help and shows the 

concept of 

storytelling in the 

folding process.  

Student displays 

some knowledge of 

geometric 

vocabulary with 

repeated help and 

cannot tell the story 

in the folding 

process.  
 

Student does 

not understand 

with help. 

 

 

Continue to’ Procedure’ in next page. 
 
 
 



Procedure 
Explain to the students that you are about to show them origami (pronounced or-ih-GAHM-
mee). Ori means to fold, gami means paper and it is a Japanese word meaning paper 
folding. While you are folding the paper, you will tell the story.  
 
STORY and Origami Instruction:  The story is in the text box. 
 

#1 

 

 

#2 

 

 

#3 

          

STORY: Once upon a time there 

was a kite maker who lived in a 

square village at the North Pole. His 

name was Kite. Every morning, he 

liked to walk over to the other side 

of the village. He would meet his 

friend Penguin and play for a while, 

then he would return to his backyard 

and make kites. 

STORY: Kite liked 

to fly his kite high 

in the sky. 

 

Fold and unfold. 

Fold two adjacent sides diagonally to the center crease. 
TIP: The two sides will meet at the center and do not overlap. 

Fold the top edges to the center 
crease. 

STORY: Kite saw a 

diamond in the sky. He 

wanted to touch the 

diamond in the sky. He 

made a big kite and flew 

up to the sky on his kite. 



#4  

                                                                  

 

 

 

#5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STORY: The bird said to Kite. “That diamond is 

mine, but I am willing to share it with you 

because this world is to be shared. Would you 

like a piece of the triangle? If it is too big, how 

about half of the triangle?" “Thank you very 

much, my friend,” Kite smiled.  

 

 

STORY: As he got closer to 

the diamond, he met a bird. 

(Bring your thumb and 

fingers together and apart to 

make the beak/mouth open 

and close.) 

 

Fold the bottom point up to meet the top point and crease 
on the fold. 

Follow the illustrations step by step. 
Fold the bottom point up to the center and crease on the fold. Fold the 
same point down to meet the bottom edge. Press the creases hard so 
that they are all flat.  
 



 

#6 

#7 

 

  

STORY: Kite continued on 

his journey across the sky 

towards the east (Use the 

origami model as an arrow 

pointing east.) 

 

STORY: When Kite looked down, he 

saw the Pacific Ocean and a whale. Kite 

swam with the whale all the way to 

Japan and learned to say things like, 

"Kon-niche-wa," which is how you 

say “Hello” in Japanese. 

 

Rotate 90 degree. 
angle. 

TIP: The circled part is the 
whale face. 
Keep this part on the left. 

Fold in half horizontally by pushing the 
bottom half to the rear, behind the top half.  
As a result, on the left you will see the whale 
face.  

Hello!
   Kon-niche-wa

Pull down the small triangle flap. 
(Move this flap up and down, like a 
jaw, to make it look like it is 
talking.) 



 

#8  

#9 

 
 
 
 

STORY: But now Kite misses 

home, so it is time to say 

goodbye, "Say-o-na-ra...".  The 

whale was kind enough to give 

Kite a ride up to the North Pole. 

 

STORY: Kite could not 

wait to see his friend 

Penguin again so that he 

could tell him about all of 

the things he met that day: 

the big diamond, the 

friendly bird, the islands of 

Japan, and the whale he 

met.  

Penguin loved listening to 

Kite's story and asked Kite 

to tell him more. 

Now Penguin is your friend 

too. When you experience 

your next origami 

adventure, tell him your 

story! 
 

 

Rotate the whale 
90 degrees, 
(counterclockwise) 
as if the whale is 
doing a headstand.  
Then it looks like a 
penguin!  
 

The completed whale! 

Fold the tail up. 



Origami Residency    by   

 

RESOURCE     
 

Study Resource  
Kids Web to Japan (for Grade K-8) 
http://web-japan.org/kidsweb/index.html  
The Lives of Japanese Elementary School Students 
http://www.tjf.or.jp/shogakusei/index_e.htm  
The Lives of Japanese High School Students  
http://www.tjf.or.jp/deai/contents/search/photo_top.html  
Japan Foundation Newsletter 
http://www.tjf.or.jp/newsletter/index.htm  
Resource & Lesson Plan for Teachers 
http://www.tjf.or.jp/takarabako/index.htm  
 
Studying/Working in Japan  
Arts & Cultural Exchange Information 
Japanese-USA exchange, fellowship and grants information 
http://www.jpf.go.jp/e/index.html  
Studying in Japan - Exchange students program 
www.studyjapan.go.jp/en/index.html  
Teaching in Japan---Fulbright Memorial Fund  
http://www.iie.org/Template.cfm?&Template=/programs/fmf/default.htm  
 
Origami  
How to make origami crane  
http://www.monkey.org/~aidan/origami/crane/  
Advanced Origami  
http://www.origami.vancouver.bc.ca/  
More about Origami  
http://www.paperfolding.com/  
Kimono Brief history and description 
http://www.csuohio.edu/history/japan/japan10.html  

 

http://web-japan.org/kidsweb/index.html
http://www.tjf.or.jp/shogakusei/index_e.htm
http://www.tjf.or.jp/deai/contents/search/photo_top.html
http://www.tjf.or.jp/newsletter/index.htm
http://www.tjf.or.jp/takarabako/index.htm
http://www.jpf.go.jp/e/index.html
file:///C:/Users/Kuniko/Videos/Documents/Study%20Guide/Study%20Guide%2011/www.studyjapan.go.jp/en/index.html
http://www.iie.org/Template.cfm?&Template=/programs/fmf/default.htm
http://www.monkey.org/~aidan/origami/crane/
http://www.origami.vancouver.bc.ca/
http://www.paperfolding.com/
http://www.csuohio.edu/history/japan/japan10.html


Q&A JAPAN 
 
1. Where is Japan? 
Let's look at map; Japan is in Asia, almost on the other side of the world from the United 
States.  Japan lies off the mainland of Asia in the Pacific Ocean. It has four main islands: 
Honshu, Hokkaido, Kyushu and Shikoku. Japan is a small and crowded country compared to 
the United States.  
The Most Beautiful Mountain: Mt.Fuji,  Japan’s highest mountain, rises to 12,388 feet and 
has been considered sacred and ‘perfect’ due to its cone shape.  It has inspired many haiku 
poets and artists for centuries. 
 
2. What does the red spot in the middle of the Japanese flag mean? 
The Japanese have a great respect for nature, and they have festivals each season to 
celebrate changes in their environment. The red spot on the flag is the symbol of the sun 
known as the rising sun of Japan. 
 
3. Compared to the United States, how big is Japan? 
It is only as big as the state of California (or twice the size of Florida). 
 
4. What is the population of Japan? 
Approximately 120 million. That’s almost half of the population of the whole United States.  
 
5. Is Japan crowded compaired to the United States? 
Yes. Japan is a small island country where many people live. The population density of 
Japan is 10 times of the United States average.  
 
6. What is the transportation like in Japan? 
Japanese depend heavily on trains. There are subways, local trains and the bullet trains 
transporting people all over the country. Japanese children walk or ride bicycles to get to 
school. 
 
7. Why is rice and seafood so popular in Japan? 
Japan is a small country with limited farmland. Properly cultivated rice produces higher 
yields than any other grain; with the exception of corn. Since Japan is an island, the pacific 
ocean is harvested for many edibles. Seaweed, sashimi (raw fish), and prawn are staples of 
the Japanese diet. 
 
8. When did Japan break out of isolation and establish diplomatic relations with 
United States? 
For a long time Japan remained closed to Western influence. Then in the beginning of 20th 
century, Japan finally opened its door to foreigners.  The Americans needed ports in Japan 
where its steamships could refuel with coal. Japan began to meet with westerners and since 
then many western habits and customs have been adopted.  
 



9. How did Japan become a world economic leader? 
Using the western influence, Japanese industry gained economic power at the end of 19th 
century. Manufactured goods were exported around the world. World War II left the 
country in ruins, but it rebuilt the industry with strong international trade. Today it is one 
of the three most industrialized countries with a specialty in Hi-Tec.  
 
10. What is kimono? 
A Kimono is a piece of traditional Japanese clothing. Ki means to wear Mono means a thing. 
Until the 19th century, kimono’s were typical clothing in Japan, but as soon as foreign 
products began to enter Japan, western clothing made an immediate impact. Today the 
kimono is only worn on special occasion and holidays. 
 
11. What is Koto? 
The Koto is made of Paulownia wood, is about six feet long and ten inches wide, and has 
thirteen strings of equal size and tension. A bridge is placed under each string. Moving the 
bridge up or down results in an infinite range of tunings. The strings are plucked with 
plectra worn on the thumb, index and middle fingers of the right hand. Various 
modifications of sound are made by pressing or pulling the strings with the left hand. In all, 
there are seventeen different playing techniques for the right hand and eight for the left 
hand. The koto is of Chinese origin and was introduced to Japan around the sixth century, 
and was originally used exclusively by the Imperial Court. By the 17th century, its use 
became widespread and was especially enjoyed when accompanied by voice, shamisen, or 
shakuhachi.  

 
12. What is Origami?  
Origami is Japanese paper folding; ori means to fold and gami(kami) means paper. Origami 
folding is one of the prime elements of Japanese traditional arts; the art of simplicity. A few 
creases evoke an animal, a flower or a face.  Origami is a short imaginative leap from a mere 
figure to an essential character. Over many generations, the Japanese developed and 
refined a small repertoire of models that are stylized for ceremonial use.  Today origami is 
both artist’s and mathematician’s medium to a greater imagination, and simple fun for 
everybody throughout the world.  
 
13. What is Haiku?  
Japanese Haiku is a 17 syllable three-line poem about nature. Although Haiku are a very 
short way to express your emotion, if the poem captures the feeling of a moment, the 
reader should get a strong impression of the sense you are trying to show.  
 
14. How to say Hello in Japanese ? 
KON-nee-chi-wa 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Standards Connected to Q&A:  
WL.K12.NM.2.4- Recognize words and phrases when used in context on familiar topics. 
WL.K12.NM.6.1- Recognize basic practices and perspectives of cultures where the target 
language is spoken (such as greetings, holiday celebrations, etc.) 
WL.K12.NM.1.1- Demonstrate understanding of basic words, phrases, and questions about 
self and personal experiences, through gestures, drawings, pictures, and actions. 
WL.K12.NM.1.2- Demonstrate understanding of everyday expressions dealing with simple 
and concrete daily activities and needs presented in a clear, slow, and repeated speech. 
WL.K12.NM.2.1- Demonstrate understanding of written familiar words, phrases, and 
simple sentences supported by visuals. 
WL.K12.NM.6.4- Recognize products of culture (e.g., food, shelter, clothing, transportation, 
toys). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bio *Who is Kuniko?* 
A native of Japan, Kuniko started performing professionally in Osaka. Traveled to the USA 
to study with Tony Montanaro, then toured with Leland Faulkner’s Light Theater 
presenting ancient Japanese tales with shadows and magic.  
Since creating her solo show in 1992, she has appeared at Epcot Disney and The Kennedy 
Center, National Storytelling Festival, touring from native villages in Alaska to proscenium 
theaters in Florida. Her performance has been on the roster of Florida State Touring Artist, 
United Arts, BOCES and she has performed more than 2,000 schools and theaters.  

 

 

 

 
 
 


