
 
 

 

Winter Holiday Tales 
 

Presented by Katie Adams Make Believe 

Theater 
 
 

Welcome to the show! 
Presents packed with tales from far-away countries have arrived just for you! 
The stories include The Little Snow Girl, a Russian version of Frosty the Snow 
Man, The Magic Pomegranate, a Jewish adventure story about the true 
meaning of giving, and The Shoemaker and the Elves, a tale from old England 
about elves who help a poor shoemaker and his wife. Katie performs these 
multi-cultural stories with props, costume pieces and audience participation. 45 
minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This program is presented as part of the Artists-in-the-Schools Program, which is funded and 
jointly sponsored by the Hillsborough County Schools and the Arts Council of Hillsborough 
County. 
 



Before the Show 

 

Summary of the Stories 
Read through the following synopsis and discuss with your students what to look for in the 
performance. 

The Little Snow Girl 
 

 
 
 
 
The Little Snow Girl is a folktale from Russia about a childless couple who wish for a child as 
they are building a little snow girl, and amazingly she comes to life. They are so happy, they 
welcome her into their family and she is just like other children except for a few odd 
differences. As the springtime warms the earth, the snow girl becomes more and more pale 
and sad until the day all the snow melts, and she disappears to the land of cold and snow. All 
through the summer the couple are very sad to have lost their child. But in the autumn, with 
the first snowfall, the Little Snow Girl surprises them by coming back! And so every year, the 
Little Snow Girl leaves in the spring and comes back every autumn with the first snowfall. 
 

The Magic Pomegranate 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Magic Pomegranate is a Jewish folktale about three brothers who grow up together and 
then go their separate ways to seek their fortunes. They agree to get back together in a year 
and each bring something rare and unusual to share with the others. The oldest brother 
travels to the east and finds a magic mirror that shows scenes from many places in the world. 
The middle brother travels to the west and finds a magic carpet that flies and allows him to 
travel anywhere in the world. The youngest brother walks to the south into a huge forest, and 
finds a tree with red flowers that drops a magic pomegranate into his hands. The youngest 
brother is not sure what the pomegranate will do, but he brings it when the year is up, to 
show his brothers. As the brothers share their gifts with each other, they notice that in the 
magic mirror there is a beautiful young princess who looks very ill. They decide to help her 
and use the magic carpet to fly to the kingdom to the north, where they find the king, her 
father, declaring that anyone who can save his daughter will receive her hand in marriage. 
The youngest brother uses the magic pomegranate to revive the princess and then the three 
brothers start to argue over who really saved the princess. The king looks to his daughter for 
help and she asks each brother if his magic object has changed in any way. The two oldest 
brothers say no, but the youngest says yes because he gave most of his pomegranate away 
to the princess. The princess chooses to marry the youngest brother because he has done 
the great mitzvah, the greatest good, by giving away something of his own. 

Look for the Matroyshka Dolls in this story. Matroyshka means little mother in the Russian 
language and these dolls are made in Russia.  
Katie will invite the audience to help “make” the little snow girl. Please join in!   

A Pomegranate is a red fruit that when opened, has a yellow rind containing many tiny fruit 
seeds that look like red ruby jewels. And they taste juicy and delicious! 
This is a “Leaning Back Story”, a story that allows the audience to lean back and enjoy the 
story without being interrupted by audience participation.  



 

The Elves and the Shoemaker 
 

 
 
 
 
In this folktale from old England, a kindly but poor shoemaker and his wife find they are down 
to their last piece of shoe leather, with no money to buy more. The shoemaker cuts out the 
leather to make a pair of shoes and leaves it on his workbench over night, thinking he will 
finish the shoes in the morning. When he wakes up in the morning the shoes are finished! 
And so beautiful! A customer buys them right away and pays twice the usual price. This 
continues with the shoemaker putting cut leather out every night, and beautiful shoes 
appearing every morning, until the shoemaker and his wife are rich. When they decide to stay 
up and see who has been making the shoes, they discover elves! To show their gratitude, the 
shoemaker and his wife decide to make new clothes and shoes for the elves. With the gift of 
new clothes the elves are freed from ever having to make shoes again. They dance off 
happily, never to be seen again by the shoemaker and his wife, who live in happy prosperity 
for the rest of their lives.  
  

Standards Connected to the Performance 
Language Arts: LAFS.K12.SL.1.2 – Integrate and evaluate information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.  
Theater: TH.K.C.2.1- Respond to a performance and share personal preferences about parts 
of the performance. 
TH.1.H.1.1 - Identify characters in stories from various cultures. 
TH.2.C.1.2 – Respond to a play by drawing and/or writing about a favorite aspect of it.  
TH.4.O.2.1 - Write a summary of dramatic events after reading or watching a play. 
TH.5.H.3.3 - Demonstrate how the use of movement and sound enhance the telling of a 
story.  
 

 

The Role of the Audience 
 
This is a reflective exercise for students. Please read and discuss with your students. 

 You are the audience - an important part of the performance. You help the performers 
by pretending and participating with them. 

 Seeing a live show is not like watching TV or a movie. The performers are in the same 
room with you, and can see and hear you, the audience, and interact! What are some 
other differences? (no commercials, no eating, no lying down or running around...) 

 Enter the performance space quietly and listen. Who might be giving instructions? 

 The performers need you to watch and listen quietly. Talking to friends disturbs the 
performers and other members of the audience. 

 Your job is to pretend along with the performers. They like it when you laugh if 
something is funny. They also like to hear you clap at the end of a performance when 
they bow. 

 After the bows the audience stays seated. Who might give instructions on how  
         to leave? 

Katie brings up audience members to help act out this story. The actors use costume pieces 
to dress-up their characters. Raise you hand if you want to participate! 



 

Standards for Theater Etiquette 
TH.K.S.1.1- Demonstrate appropriate audience behavior at a live performance. 
TH.1.S.1.1- Exhibit appropriate audience etiquette and response  
TH.2.S.1.1- Exhibit the behavior necessary to establish audience etiquette, response, and 
constructive criticism.  
TH.3.S.1.1- Demonstrate effective audience etiquette and constructive criticism for a live 
performance.  
TH.4.S.1.1- Exhibit proper audience etiquette, give constructive criticism, and defend 
personal responses.  
TH.5.S.1.1- Describe the difference in responsibilities between being an audience member at 
live or recorded performances. 

 

 

Language Arts Activities 
Check out these versions of the folktales from your library and read the stories to, or with, 
your class. 
Compare and Contrast the different versions of the stories. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

After the Show 

Language Arts Activities 
Compare and contrast with your students the differences between the books and the 
performance.  
 

LAFS.K12.R.3.7 - Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, 
including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. 
LAFS.K12.R.3.9 - Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to 
build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. 
LAFS.K.SL.1.2 - Confirm understanding of a text read aloud or information presented orally 
or through other media by asking and answering questions about key details and requesting 
clarification if something is not understood.  
LAFS.1.RL.3.9 - Compare and contrast the adventures and experiences of characters in 
stories. 
LAFS.4.RL.3.7 - Make connections between the text of a story or drama and a visual or oral 
presentation of the text, identifying where each version reflects specific descriptions and 
directions in the text. 
LAFS.5.RL.1.3 - Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, or events in a story 
or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., how characters interact). 

 The Little Snow Girl: an old Russian Folktale by Carolyn Croll 

 The Snow Child by Harriet Ziefert 

 The Magic Pomegranate by Peninnah Schram 

 The Magic Apple by Corinne Demas 

 The Elves and the Shoemaker by the Grimm Brothers 

 The Elves and the Shoemaker retold and illustrated by Paul Galdone 



Vocabulary Words  
Look up definitions with your students 
 
Matroyshka 
Autumn 
Shoemaker 
Pomegranate 
Mitzvah 

Snow  
Bazaar 
Leather 
Elves 
Prosperity 

 

Specific Comprehension Questions 
Let your students pick one of the stories and go through these discussion questions with 
them. Then go on to the next story.  
 
Where did this story take place?  
Is this a story from present day? Why not? 
Name the characters in the story?  
Who are the main characters? 
What happened first in the story? Second? Next.... 
 
Discussion questions: 
What are some magic things in this story?  
What are some real things? 
If this story happened today, how would the story change? 
 

Storytelling and Theater  
 

Go over the following theater definitions with your class. Then try some of the storytelling 
games. 
 
Theater Concepts and Vocabulary 

 The storyteller and audience agree to “suspend disbelief”, to pretend together that the 
action of the performance is real and is happening for the first time.  This agreement 
means the audience members accept the use of theater conventions such as: 

  Audience participation - the storyteller talks directly to, and interacts with, the audience. 
The audience is invited to help act out parts of the story. 

 The storyteller plays multiple characters and uses many voices. 

 The storyteller sings to provide information, move the action forward and set a mood. 

 The storyteller uses mime movements to suggest props and scenery. 
 
Storytelling Activities - Games 
Go over the stories from the show with your students. Pick one of the stories (or pick one 
episode). Be sure to have a beginning, middle, and end.  

1. Ask the students to form a circle and let the first child begin telling the story. At a 
prearranged signal from you, the next child in the circle must take up the story. Keep 
going until everyone has a turn and the story is told. 

2. Turn a favorite fairy tale into a "fractured fairy tale". Example- Make Goldilocks a 
beauty queen and the three bears farmers. 

3. Find an interesting item or photo and invent a story about it. 



 
Learn Stories From Your Own Family 
Suggest to your students that they visit an older relative and ask him or her questions. Stories 
will usually result. Some possible questions are listed below. 

1. What were holidays like when you were growing up? How were they different? 
2. Who was your best childhood friend and what did you do together? 
3. Is there a family event you wish you could do again in a different way? 
4. What was your grandmother's house like? 
5. Do you remember when I was little? What was I like? 

 

LAFS.K.RL.1.2 - With prompting and support, retell familiar stories, including key details. 
LAFS.1.RL.1.2 - Retell stories, including key details, and demonstrate understanding of their 
central message or lesson. 
LAFS.2.RL.1.2 - Recount stories, including fables and folktales from diverse cultures, and 
determine their central message, lesson, or moral.  
LAFS.3.RL.1.2 - Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from diverse cultures; 
determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain how it is conveyed through key 
details in the text. 
TH.1.F.1.1 - Pretend to be an animal or person living in an imagined place. 
TH.2.H.1.1 - Read and dramatize stories with similar themes to show developing knowledge 
of, and respect for, cultural differences. 
TH.5.H.3.4 - Act out a character learned about in another content area. 
TH.5.H.3.3 - Demonstrate how the use of movement and sound enhance the telling of a 
story.  

 

More Story Extenders and Lesson Ideas 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 
Identify the continent of Europe. Find the countries of Russia and England (Great Britain) on 
the map. 
 
Find some interesting facts about these countries - games, traditions, dress, music, etc.  
 
Look up information on the Russian, Jewish and English people. How are these people like 
us; how are they different? 
 
Compare the size of Russia and England (Great Britain) to the USA.  
 
Compare the foods, animals, and natural resources that are the same and different between 
the countries. 
 
ART 
Use paper plates found at the supermarket to make paddle puppets. Add yarn, google eyes, 
etc. 
 
Draw scenes from the story. Mount them on colored construction paper and join them 
together for a quilt.  
 
Make masks or face paint (using non-toxic poster paints) of the characters 



 
Make a mixed media a collage of part of the story. 
 
Make a Story Vine of the story. Use dye cuts and give each child a portion of the story to 
decorate the vine.  Place the vine around the room. 
 
MATH 
Explore the mathematical happenings in the Elves and the Shoemaker with the increase in 
money and shoes. What would happen if the money and shoes doubled every day? How 
many gold coins would you have on day 10?   
 
SCIENCE 
Find out about Pomegranates. How and where are they grown? How are they used for food? 
Bring in some pomegranates to see and eat. Plant the seeds and try to grow a pomegranate 
plant  
 

 

 

About the Artist 
Katie Adams is a puppeteer and storyteller who loves to perform for children and family 
audiences. In 2000, Katie started her own company, Make-Believe Theater dedicated to 
entertaining, inspiring and enlightening young audiences. Katie tours to schools, libraries, 
theaters, museums and festivals. 
Recent performance highlights include the National Festival of the Puppeteers of America, 
the Smithsonian Discovery Theater, the Great Arizona Puppet Theater, Mahaffey Theater for 
Performing Arts, and the Kravis Center. Check out her web site at 
www.katieadamstheater.com. 

 


