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UNLOCKING SHAKESPEARE 
Learn the Tools to Demystify the Bard! 
This workshop is designed to aid both teachers and students working on Shakespeare’s plays in the 
classroom — whether that is simply reading the plays as literature or performing them. Shakespeare 

is ultimately meant to be heard, not read, but in order to get there one needs 
to understand what they are reading so that they can make sense of it. This 
workshop will provide those tools!


Based in the traditions of literary analysis, oral performance of literature, and 
classical Shakespearean training, Dr. David M. Jenkins and members of the 
Jobsite Theater ensemble will come to your classroom and directly help 
make sense of the beautiful but often dense texts of William Shakespeare. 
We can provide text (monologues, sonnets, or scenes) or work with what you 
have.
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Dayton Sinkia and 
Giles Davies in our 
production of Macbeth 
(2013).
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We are happy to collaborate with you in tailoring a 
workshop that will best suit your specific needs, and can 
generally work from the categories below to fill a 
workshop to last approximately 45 minutes to an hour 
and a half. We are also available to come out for multiple 
workshops, expanding any single topic below into a full 
individual 45-minute to one-hour workshop.


Please also see our Playing Shakespeare materials, we 
can offer a single session to a full program that takes the 
next logical steps in transporting the text that has been 
broken down into the mouths and bodies of actors.


Topics we can cover: 

• Basic Reading Habits: an open discussion with helpful
tips and advice on how to be a better reader (for
pleasure or for comprehension) and to examine things
with a more critical eye.

• Basic Poetry Analysis: including meter, rhyme,
alliteration, consonance, assonance, and other
elements of structure and style. All of these are used by
Shakespeare for specific purposes. Learning to identify
these elements are critical to understanding his work.

• Basic Scansion: the method of finding and marking up the merit pattern of
Shakespeare’s verse, mostly written in iambic pentameter. Once a line has
been properly scanned the rhythm and pronunciation become more clear
based on what syllables are to be stressed and which are unstressed.

• Advanced Scansion: we can learn even more about what a character is
thinking and feeling, what is going on between multiple characters on
stage, and much more when we begin to dig a bit deeper into scanning text
to look for caesuras, feminine endings, and more.

•Classical References in
Shakespeare: mythology,
religion, history, other literary
references — his plays are full
of them! What do we do today
when others may not have the
same understanding as they
did back then?

•How can we help? We will
help develop the program that
will lead your students to
success!
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Lauren Field as Celia 
(pretending to be 
Aliena) in our As You 
Like It (2017).

“an unforgettable 
experience … awe-
inspiring … we applaud 
all of your educational 
outreach efforts.” 

-ST. PETER CLAVER CATHOLIC SCHOOL
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Possible standards covered in the workshow:

LAFS.K12.L.2.3- Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to make 
effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or listening.
LAFS.K12.R.4.10- Read and comprehend complex literary and informational texts independently and proficiently. 
LAFS.1112.RH.4.10- By the end of grade 12, read and comprehend history/social studies texts in the grades 11–CCR text 
complexity band independently and proficiently. 
LAFS.7.RL.4.10- By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range. 
LAFS.7.RL.2.4- Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and 
connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse 
or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.
LAFS.8.RL.4.10- By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high 
end of grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
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