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PLAYING SHAKESPEARE 
Bringing the Bard to Life! 
This workshop is designed to aid both teachers and students working on Shakespeare’s plays in the 

classroom, from monologues to scenes to full productions. Shakespeare is 
meant to be heard, not read, and this workshop aims to provide the tools 
necessary to properly communicate his words to a modern audience.


Based in the teachings of former Royal Shakespeare Company Artistic 
Director John Barton’s Playing Shakespeare series produced for the BBC, Dr. 
David M. Jenkins and members of the Jobsite Theater ensemble will come to 
your classroom to directly help get Shakespeare’s beautiful poetry off the 
page and into voices and bodies. We can provide text (monologues, sonnets, 
or scenes) or work with what you have.
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Katrina Stevenson and 
Maggie Mularz 
rehearse a scene from 
Twelfth Night (2015).
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We are happy to collaborate with you in tailoring 
a workshop that will best suit your specific 
needs, and can generally work from the 
categories below to fill a workshop to last 
approximately 45 minutes to an hour and a half. 
We are also available to come out for multiple 
workshops, up to expanding any single topic 
below into a full individual 45-minute to one-
hour workshop.


Please also see our Unlocking Shakespeare 
workshop, a full course that breaks down the 
mechanics of Shakespeare’s language, style, 
and structure. That workshop is not a 
prerequisite, but may be helpful for those 
working on full plays.


Topics we can cover: 

• The two traditions: Elizabethan and Modern
Acting

• Using the Verse: Heightened and Natural
Speech

• Language and Character: Making the Words
Yours

• Monologues, Set Speeches, and Soliloques: Taking the Audience with You

• Irony and Ambiguity: Text That's Not What It Seems

• Passion and Coolness: A Question of Balance

• Rehearsing the Text and Exploring Character
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Jessy Quinones as 
Phoebe in As You Like 
It (2017).

“an unforgettable 
experience … awe-
inspiring … we applaud 
all of your educational 
outreach efforts.” 

-ST. PETER CLAVER CATHOLIC SCHOOL



Jobsite Theater July 27, 2017

Playing Shakespeare
3

Possible standards covered in the workshow:

TH.68.C.1.2- Develop a character analysis to support artistic portrayal.
TH.68.C.1.3- Determine the purpose(s), elements, meaning, and value of a theatrical work based on personal, 
cultural, or historical standards. 
TH.68.C.2.1- Use group-generated criteria to critique others and help strengthen each other’s performance. 
TH.68.S.1.2- Invent a character with distinct behavior(s) based on observations of people in the real world and 
interact with others in a cast as the invented characters. 
TH.68.O.1.1- Compare different processes an actor uses to prepare for a performance. 
TH.68.O.1.3- Explain the impact of choices made by directors, designers, and actors on audience understanding.
TH.68.S.3.1- Develop characterizations, using basic acting skills, appropriate for selected dramatizations.
TH.68.F.1.2- Use vocal, physical, and imaginative ideas, through improvisation, as a foundation to create new 
characters and to write dialogue. 
TH.68.H.2.7- Define theatre genres from different periods in history, giving examples of each.
TH.912.C.1.2- Create, refine, and sustain complex and believable characters for performance through the 
integration and application of artistic choices based on research, rehearsal, feedback, and refinement. 
TH.912.C.2.8- Improve a performance or project using various self-assessment tools, coaching, feedback, and/or 
constructive criticism.
TH.912.S.3.3- Develop acting skills and techniques in the rehearsal process. 
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